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SECURITY AND SAFETY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIANS 
Motion 

MR D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN (Mitchell - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.08 pm]:  I move - 

 That this House condemns the Labor Government for its failure to ensure the security and safety of all 
Western Australians. 

I remind members of the Labor Party’s pre-election commitment entitled “more police, better policing”, which 
stated in part - 

 Labor is determined to ensure that authorised strengths are actually being met.  Communities should be 
able to rely on their local station having its full complement of police officers . . . 

Unfortunately, as has been revealed, the more one looks at the situation around Western Australia, the more one 
finds police districts that are underresourced and under authorised strength.  According to the latest statistics, no 
fewer than six of Western Australia’s 14 police districts have fewer police officers working in them than was the 
case when Labor came to power.  Those districts are north west metropolitan, which takes in Mindarie, 
Joondalup and Wanneroo; central metropolitan; great southern, which takes in the seat of Albany; Pilbara; 
goldfields-Esperance, which takes in the electorate of Kalgoorlie; and the mid west-Gascoyne, which takes in 
Geraldton.  That is fewer police and less emphasis on law and order.  The same statistics show that 11 of the 
State’s 14 policing districts are still operating below authorised strength.  That is amazing.  Eleven of the State’s 
14 policing districts are still operating below authorised strength, despite the Labor Party’s firm commitment to 
ensure that authorised strengths were met.  Those areas include the south east metropolitan region, which takes 
in the member for Riverton’s electorate.  I wonder how he feels about the fact that - 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I am very pleased to have six additional police officers - 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  He is very pleased that his police district is underresourced.  Members have 
heard from the member for Riverton’s mouth that he is very pleased that his police district is operating under its 
authorised strength.  I find that unbelievable.   

Point of Order 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  The member is misrepresenting what I said in response to his invitation.  I said that I was 
very pleased that six additional officers had just been appointed to the south east metropolitan region.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There is no point of order. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The member for Riverton might be happy about the fact that stations and 
districts are operating below their authorised strength, but the Opposition will not tolerate that.  Other districts 
that have also been operating under their authorised strength include the southern, western and central 
metropolitan regions; the great southern, which takes in Albany; the south west region, which takes in the new 
seat of Collie-Wellington; the electorate of Bunbury; my own electorate of Mitchell and, shortly, the new 
electorate of Leschenault; the wheatbelt, Kimberley, Pilbara, goldfields-Esperance region, which includes the 
electorate of Kalgoorlie; and the mid west Gascoyne region, which takes in the electorate of Geraldton.   

It is not only a question of police numbers that matter.  We must look at what this means on the ground for the 
people who live in those communities around the State, and at what it means for the degree of law enforcement 
provided throughout the State.  The first matter worth looking at is police response times.  Unfortunately, 
average police response times are suffering under this Government also.  In the fiscal year 2003-04, not one of 
the metropolitan policing districts that received priority 1 calls responded within the target response time - not 
one.  Half of the metropolitan policing districts did not meet response times for priority 2 calls.  Members must 
bear in mind that that includes offences such as rape and violent domestic disturbances.  Only one of the six 
metropolitan districts met target response times for priority 3 offences, such as homicide.  I stress that target 
response times are not set in regional policing districts.  However, those members who represent country areas 
know that it is a common concern among their communities that the police are unable to respond to people’s 
telephone calls for assistance in a reasonable time.  People do not hold that against the individual police officers.  
We know they are doing the best they possibly can while their resources are overstretched.  Unfortunately, we 
know from anecdotal evidence that the police are unable to respond to calls for assistance within a reasonable 
time in Bunbury, Geraldton, Albany or Collie because this Government is simply not living up to its 
commitment to strengthen the Police Service in the way it said it would during the election campaign.   
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Violent crime is on the increase.  In 2003-04, violent crime increased across the board compared with the 
previous year.  I will refer to some specific figures.  There was a 37 per cent increase in aggravated sexual 
assault.  That is 487 more offences, or an average of more than 40 additional assaults, each month, which is more 
than a one-third increase in aggravated sexual assault.  Aggravated assault has increased by 5.8 per cent.  
Throughout the year 257 more offences were committed, which is an average of more than 21 more assaults each 
month.  Non-aggravated assault has increased by 17 per cent.  That is 1 789 more offences throughout the year. 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I will repeat that so that the Minister for Police can hear what I said.  That is 
1 789 more offences, which is an average of more than 150 additional assaults a month.  I would have thought by 
now that members would be starting to get the picture that illustrates the need for stronger law enforcement and 
for the provision of more support for our Police Service.   

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  However, this Government is still incapable of resourcing the Police Service 
to the extent it should.  In the financial year 2003-04 the total number of offences against the person increased by 
four per cent.  That is 937 more offences - 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Since the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party has been on his feet, he has been constantly 
berated by the Minister for Tourism, who never takes any interjections but is constantly interjecting - 

Mr A.D. McRae:  What is the point of order?   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Do not try to stitch me up.  Is the Minister for Tourism in the Chair?  He should be quiet. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Make your point of order.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  He is interjecting while I am trying to make a point of order.  He cannot help himself.  The 
point of order is that all interjections are disorderly under the standing orders.  We all know that.  The Minister 
for Tourism cannot stop interjecting.  I ask that the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party be allowed to make his 
speech in silence.  He has not invited interjections and he does not want interjections.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There is no point of order.  However, I remind members that interjections are 
disorderly. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  There was also a four per cent increase in the total number of offences against 
the person, which is 937 more offences a year, or an average of 78 additional offences each month.  The effect of 
Labor’s soft-on-crime approach can be illustrated also by the fact that the incidence of drug trafficking has 
increased by nearly 19 per cent over that year.  That is an additional 348 offences.  Following the abolition of the 
graffiti task force, graffiti offences increased by nearly 11 per cent.  That is 1 020 more offences, or an average 
of 85 more offences a month.   

I turn now specifically to the south west policing district, which covers the electorate of Bunbury, the new 
electorate of Collie-Wellington, and my new electorate of Leschenault.  I will touch on some statistics and 
incidents in that region.  I will again compare the 2003-04 financial year with the previous financial year.  I will 
outline the increases in a range of offences.  To start with, there was a 15.5 per cent increase in drug trafficking.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  They are very misleading, selective figures.  That is what we expect from you.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I will take that interjection.  The minister says I am providing misleading 
information.  I will read from today’s newspaper.   

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The minister does not like his interjections being responded to.  He interjects 
in the hope that members will not respond to them. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  It is like your letter from Bunbury that misled everybody.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I will not mislead the Parliament; I will simply read an article from today’s 
Bunbury Mail.  Under the headline “Fears after drug raid”, it states - 
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Ecstasy tablets seized in a raid last Monday could be the same type as those linked to recent deaths - 
and police fear more of the tablets are on local streets.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Congratulations to the police.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The police have said that more tablets are available on the local streets.  The 
police allege that a 17-year-old Bunbury boy, who was allegedly found with 68 of the 96 tablets, was charged 
with possessing these tablets with intent to sell or supply.  Forget the statistics; it is reported in this article today 
that somebody has been caught with ecstasy tablets and the police are saying that more of these tablets are 
available on the local streets.  I congratulate the police for catching this alleged offender.  However, the point is 
that the police are warning that more of these tablets are available on the streets in Bunbury, but guess what?  
Our area is underresourced.  If the police want to apply their resources to resolve this matter and to track down 
the offenders and prevent those drugs from being sold on the market and having an effect on people’s lives, what 
do they have to do?  They have to take their own resources and staff away from other operations.  The minister 
knows full well what I mean.  That is the case in the south west in particular, where the police are under 
enormous pressure to not only look after the interests of and safeguard the residents of the south west, but also 
cope with an influx of visitors throughout the year.  There is a growing drug problem, evidenced by the 15.5 per 
cent increase in drug trafficking in the region.  However, the Government has failed to resource the police 
adequately in that region or, indeed, in a range of other police districts in the State.  In the south west in that year 
there was a 10 per cent increase in non-aggravated sexual assaults - an increase of seven more offences.  There 
were 18 more offences in the category of non-aggravated assault, which amounts to a 3.2 per cent increase.  
According to the latest available statistics, the district is presently operating at seven sworn police officers below 
authorised strength.  

It is no wonder that the Liberal candidate for Collie-Wellington, Craig Carbone, was contacted recently by Mr 
and Mrs Johnston, who live on Collie River Road.  Their story is one of considerable concern.  It demonstrates 
how over-stretched the police are in the south west region.  After finding that their home had been burgled - 

Several members interjected.  

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  This is very typical of Labor Party members.  We raise a very serious matter 
of people’s homes being burgled and the Minister for Tourism, a former police officer, does nothing but sit there 
and joke.  His comments might not be recorded by the Hansard reporter.  The manner in which he was joking a 
moment ago certainly would not be recorded.  This is very typical of debate in this Chamber; the Government 
tries to turn very serious issues into flippant matters.   

Mr and Mrs Johnston did not consider it a flippant matter when their home was burgled about 18 months ago.  
They rang the police immediately.  After checking what had been stolen they rang the police to inform them the 
burglars had taken some firearms.  At that stage no doubt the police realised it was an extremely serious matter.  
While the Johnstons were waiting for the police, the burglars rolled their car about two kilometres away from the 
Johnstons’ home.  The burglars returned to the same house in which the Johnstons lived and held up the 
Johnstons with the weapons they had stolen from their home, stole their car and got away.  One of the reasons 
for that is that the police were underresourced and so were unable to provide the response that people would 
expect under those circumstances.  To cap it off, unfortunately, the Johnstons were later charged for keeping 
their firearms in a locked cupboard rather than an approved gun safe.  The point is that the police were unable to 
respond to such a serious matter in an appropriate time because the local police station is underresourced. 
It should not be necessary for the Liberal candidate for Collie-Wellington, Craig Carbone, to have this matter 
raised in Parliament on behalf of his local community.  This sort of issue should be brought to Parliament by 
Labor members.  However, the member for Collie, who is not here for this debate and therefore not representing 
his electorate on this important law and order matter - even though I am sure he is in Parliament somewhere - has 
not brought this matter to the Parliament.  He has not stood in this Chamber and said he has demanded increased 
police resourcing for the south west.  He has not come in here once and sought additional police resources in the 
south west region, particularly his electorate of Collie or the new electorate of Collie-Wellington for which he 
will stand.  Why?  Like all Labor Party members, especially those who represent country seats, he prefers to toe 
the party line.  He does not want to upset his masters or the Premier.  He wants to keep quiet about these matters 
rather than come into the Parliament and represent people such as Mr and Mrs Johnston who have experienced 
this sort of situation.  I take my hat off to the Liberal candidate for Collie-Wellington for ensuring that this 
matter was raised in Parliament to illustrate the problems in the local community.  
It is interesting that in recent times a spate of crime has occurred in the electorate of Murray-Wellington.  I am 
told that, in Meadow Springs and San Remo, a person on parole committed no less than 70 burglaries over 10 
days.  A local liquor store has been targeted three times, and on one occasion was the victim of a ram-raid.  A 
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local supermarket was held up recently.  As the statistics show, crime is on the rise throughout the south west 
region.  Information provided by Liberal Party candidates demonstrates that also.  The people who are the most 
vulnerable should be considered.  Those of us in the coalition who are in the community representing their 
constituents have heard a range of people express concern for their safety in their homes.  No wonder that is the 
case given the response rates we were talking about earlier.  When not one of the metropolitan police districts 
that received priority 1 calls during 2003-04 was able to respond within the target response time we can 
understand why people are so concerned about the extent of support they receive in the area of law and order.  It 
annoyed the Government in April when the police union suggested a pizza could be delivered sooner than the 
police could respond to calls.  Unfortunately, that is the growing perception in the community.  I am not the only 
member of Parliament whose constituents regularly contact him because they are concerned that they had called 
the police about a matter but the police had not responded for some considerable time.  When I have talked that 
through with the police officers concerned or their superiors, invariably one reason has emerged; namely, they 
are underresourced.  They do not have sufficient police officers to maintain a presence on the beat or to respond 
to these requests.  Consequently, many requests go unheeded for quite some considerable time.  It is therefore no 
wonder that elderly people in particular are very concerned about the present situation.  I like to think that parts 
of my electorate enjoy a relatively low crime rate.  However, when people in the community of Eaton, for 
example, telephone the police at 11 o’clock on a Friday night and are told that they must wait hours for a 
response, we can understand why people ask why more police are not on the beat and why the Labor Party is not 
honouring its pre-election commitment.  
In recent times numerous articles on crime have appeared in The West Australian.  I can recall also seeing stories 
on the television news and so on about attacks on elderly people.  Again, this demonstrates the very serious 
nature of the growing crime problem in this State.  The headline “Yet another gutless attack” sums it up.  A 91-
year-old woman was assaulted and needed stitches in her head after her head had been bashed against the floor 
of her home.  I have a number of articles in front of me about incidences in various areas across the State in 
which a number of elderly people have suffered.  It is no wonder that people now live in fear.  They stay at home 
behind security doors and so on because they do not feel it is safe to go to the shops or whatever.  Although the 
elderly are vulnerable, they are not the only people in our community who are vulnerable.  The coalition has 
developed a number of policies, as we did for seniors, to provide mandatory sentencing for serious assaults 
against elderly people.  It is a shame that the Labor Party has not yet agreed to that initiative.  I can assure 
members that members of the community are very supportive of it.  When I talk to seniors’ organisations or 
elderly people individually they indicate that they are very grateful that at long last a political coalition - the 
Liberal and National Parties - has listened to them and heard their cries of fear and are responding with a tough 
approach to the problem.  
It is all very well to say that once we have caught offenders we want to lock them up for a mandatory period, but 
we really want to stop people from being injured, stop homes from being burgled and stop cars from being stolen 
in the first place.  That cannot be done when police districts are below their authorised strength and when 
authorised strengths are being reduced, as they have been under this Government.   

The other group in our community that is extremely vulnerable is children.  The coalition has come out with 
some very firm policy announcements to improve the child welfare situation throughout the State.  We will be 
pursuing the toughest possible measures to protect children from becoming victims of crime.  It is no 
coincidence that this debate follows the introduction of legislation by the current Government to bring in a 
register of offenders who commit crimes against children.  We applaud the idea of a register of child sex 
offenders and people who commit serious crimes against children, but it seems that the more we unravel what 
the Government has brought in, the more we find that there are enough loopholes in the legislation to drive a 
truck through it.   
That situation is a little like the one outlined in the speech we heard earlier today by the member for Pilbara, in 
which he said that this Government has, for about a year now, been focused on one thing and one thing only; that 
is, winning the next election.  The Government has no plan for the future or ongoing strategies or comprehensive 
plans in areas such health, education or law and order.  The Minister for Health recently responded to the crisis 
in mental health care with a range of disjointed policy announcements and expenditure commitments.  This was 
clearly an attempt to hose down an awkward situation for the Government in the lead-up to the election.  People 
will not be fooled by that.  People are not fooled when a Government does not take action for four years and 
then, five minutes before a state election, starts throwing money around and bringing legislation into the 
Parliament as if it genuinely cares about the situation.  People understand exactly what is going on.  They know 
when they are being conned and when the pork barrel is being rolled out.   
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The sex offender register legislation that is before the Parliament probably demonstrates the fact that the 
Government is interested in trying to project itself as being tough on crime in order to win an election.  It is 
probably more interested in projecting the right sort of image in the lead-up to the election than in implementing 
a comprehensive and effective plan.  I will use one example.  Two months ago Ellenbrook residents found out 
that Homeswest had placed a convicted child rapist in a street in Ellenbrook that was home to a lot of young 
children.  This is a growing area with a lot of young families and young children.  A man who had been 
sentenced in 1991 to six years jail for the repeated sexual assault of a five-year-old girl, committed over three 
months as her babysitter, was placed in a Homeswest home in that area.  This predator of young children, who 
had been convicted of one of the most heinous crimes that we could imagine, was placed quite unwittingly by 
Homeswest right in the midst of an area that is home to many families and young children.  It is only through 
fortitude and chance that residents found out that this convicted sex offender was in their midst.   

Point of Order 
Ms J.A. RADISICH:  The member for Mitchell is referring to a matter that has nothing to do with fortune or 
chance.  I think he will find that an investigation either has been completed or is ongoing within the Department 
for Community Development on the release of the information that the member is referring to.   
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There is no point of order.  I do not believe the member has erred in terms of that 
direction, but he should be mindful of that.   

Debate Resumed 
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker.  There is no point of order but there is a 
very important point to make.  I am reflecting representations made to me by the candidate for the Liberal Party 
for Swan Hills, Steve Blizard, who has spoken to people in Ellenbrook who are extremely concerned about how 
this situation arose.  I was saying that the Liberal candidate for Swan Hills has been standing up for residents in 
the area, but I got cut off by an interjection from the current member for Swan Hills who is trying to stop me 
from talking about this matter through some little technicality.  The only way that I can read that is that she is 
more interested in standing up for the rights of perpetrators than for the innocent people in her community who 
are worried about this incident.   

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr A.D. McRAE:  I think that the member for Mitchell has just impugned the reputation of the member for 
Swan Hills by suggesting other than that she raised the point of order to bring your attention, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, to the fact that she thought the matter was sub judice or under investigation and therefore should not be 
dealt with on the floor of this Parliament.  Rather than attempting to stop the member, she was trying to bring to 
your attention and the attention of the member a very delicate and sensitive matter and to do that appropriately.  
There was no suggestion that the member for Mitchell’s debate was being thwarted.  To suggest that the member 
for Swan Hills was trying to protect a convicted child sex offender directly impugns the reputation of that 
member.   
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I will ask the member for Mitchell to withdraw, given that the member for Swan 
Hills clearly raised the issue in terms of warning that the debate might be heading into sub judice issues and the 
member for Mitchell made that other connection.   
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I withdraw.   

Debate Resumed 
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  However, it leaves the question of why the member for Swan Hills has not 
stood - we will wait to see whether she does stand - to support what I am saying; that is, that the legislation of 
this Government - 

Point of Order 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Madam Deputy Speaker, you have just ruled on this issue and the member for Mitchell is 
now trying to push into the area again.  He is questioning your ruling.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There is no point of order.   

Debate Resumed 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I look forward to hearing the member for Swan Hills stand up for her 
community today and agree with us that the legislation that her Government has brought forward would not 
prevent this sort of situation from arising again.  The reason for that, as I mentioned in the discussion on the 
legislation, is that the register will not be available to Homeswest.  Consequently, this situation would not have 
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been prevented from arising because Homeswest would not have known that this person was on the register.  In 
fact, because this person was sentenced in 1991 to six years in jail and was out in 1997, it is quite possible that 
he might not be on the register anyway.  The important thing to point out is that sex offenders tend to be 
recidivists.  In other words, all the research has shown that when someone commits a sex crime against a child, 
he is prone to repeat similar or even worse offences in the future.  Indeed, one study in America found that some 
53 per cent of cases that involved the kidnap and murder of children were carried out by people who had been 
convicted of offences against children.  That graphically demonstrates in a horrific way why we need to do 
everything possible to ensure that people like this do not end up living in communities in which they will be 
surrounded by young children.  I hope that the member for Swan Hills will stand today and say that she agrees 
with the coalition that this legislation needs to be toughened and that she will take a stand against her own 
Government, if that is what it takes.  I hope she will admit that her Government has got it wrong and that it needs 
to toughen its legislation, that it needs to take a tougher stand, that it needs to provide more police in her district 
and so on.  Members on this side of the House are desperately waiting for at least one Labor member to stand up 
for his or her local community, rather than to constantly toe the party line.  That is what has happened in debate 
after debate in this Chamber.  It is commonplace for Labor Party members to toe the party line rather than stand 
up for their local communities.   
Another thing that really riles people in the community is vandalism.  People are absolutely fed up with the 
growing rate of vandalism in the community.  I am reminded of an article that appeared in The West Australian 
that referred to window scratching on buses.  That is precisely the type of complaint I get from people.  People 
are fed up with vandalism on bus shelters.  They are fed up with the loutish behaviour on our streets.  That is the 
type of thing that Liberal Party candidates are relaying to us.  They are saying that people want more police on 
the streets and more support for police in our community.  Instead, we have a situation such as the one in 
Ellenbrook in which the Government does not provide the legislative backing we need to prevent convicted child 
sex offenders from going back into the community.  Indeed, in the south west police are under-resourced and 
cannot respond to call-outs about significant offences in adequate times.  A lot of other members wish to 
contribute to this debate.  I reiterate again the Labor Party’s pre-election commitment that authorised police 
strengths would be met and that communities should be able to rely on their local police stations having their full 
complement of police officers.  Four years later, with an election due any time now, the Government has failed 
to meet those obligations.  If the Government starts rolling out the pork barrel and making hollow promises so 
soon before the state election, the community will see through the Government and judge it accordingly.   

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Innaloo) [4.43 pm]:  I gently remind the House that for 20 years I was the general counsel 
for the Western Australian Police Union of Workers.  I am the only non-police person to have ever been elected 
a life member of the Western Australian Police Union.  I won that badge of honour because over a five-year 
period I represented over 40 police officers who were dealt a cruel and unjust hand by the Liberal Government 
and the previous Minister for Police and member for Albany, Mr Kevin Prince.   
Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I am not taking interjections from the henhouse this afternoon.  
Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Nedlands!  I am on my feet.  Interjections across the Chamber 
like that are disorderly.  I will call to order the next member who makes such interjections.   

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I fought for justice for over 40 police officers who had been dealt a wicked and cruel blow 
by the former Liberal Government and Kevin Prince, the then Minister for Police and now former member for 
Albany.  Such was his dereliction as Minister for Police that he did not come to this Parliament to hold the Police 
Service to account on behalf of the public.  He came to ape the lines of the Commissioner of Police.  The 
Liberals appointed a chap by the name of Falconer, who is long gone and largely forgotten, thank goodness!  It 
was because I fought to achieve justice for those people in the courts and to have them reinstated that I was 
elected an honorary life member of the union.  I saw the dereliction of the previous Government up close.  It was 
such that prior to the last election - the previous speaker referred to election promises - I was present at the 
Fremantle Town Hall when Dr Gallop, the then Leader of the Opposition, put forward his policy initiatives.  At 
that meeting an initiative concerning community safety was put forward.  The then Leader of the Opposition 
announced an increase of 200 police officers and 50 extra railway security staff to protect the public interest.  I 
will never forget that meeting and, until the day I die, I will never forget the Liberal’s response.  It was in two 
parts.  The then Commissioner of Police responded to Labor’s initiative by saying “We don’t need more police; 
we want more computers”.  The Government had not told us at the time that it had committed, without funding, 
to $100 million worth of computers.  That is why it could not afford to employ any more police.  The 
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Government kept that from the public.  We did not find that out until we came to government and the books 
were put on the table.  One hundred million dollars of computers were on order, but the Liberal Government did 
not want to provide more manpower or police on the streets.  Mr Matthews said “We want more police behind 
computer screens”.  Lordy be!  In Parliament the next day Mr Prince said, “We don’t want more police; we want 
more computers and we want more geeks sitting in their uniforms staring at screens”.  The Government did not 
want police on the streets of Innaloo any more than it wanted them on the streets of Mindarie.  What the previous 
speaker said about the Labor Party’s initiative is totally dishonest.  I saw a demoralised Police Force.  Client 
after client from the organised crime squad, the armed robbery squad and the drug squad came to my office and 
said, “We are at the point of giving up”. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  There is a lot clucking coming from the henhouse.  Soon we will have to throw a few 
pellets to quieten the chooks down.   

Several opposition members interjected.   

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  There they go!  They have heard the word - brrrk brrrk brrrk brrrk!  They have heard the 
word “pellets” and have gone off their dial.  My advice to the member for Nedlands is that she should take a pill, 
not a pellet.   

Client after client came to me and said “I’m not going after that organised criminal because the Liberal Party will 
give me no support.  The Government of the day will give me no support.  I’m not going that extra half a yard to 
chase that criminal because, at the end of the day, I know that the Liberal Government will give me no support.”   

Point of Order 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I have had a terrible headache all day.  I do not know whether Hansard can record noise.  
However, the member for Innaloo is acting like a football coach and shouting, going off his head and degrading 
the House, rather than giving a proper, managed speech.  He is bullying the House.  This is the only speech he 
has made in the past six months and he has lost control.  His behaviour is not befitting of this House.   

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  There is no point of order. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I will not be screamed down by the chooks.  Once the clucking gets higher, I will go higher 
again.  I can fly higher than the chooks.  Eagles can fly higher than chooks.   

Officer after officer came to me and said that because of the lack of support from the Liberal Government, they 
would not go that extra half a yard.  There was a total collapse in the confidence of Western Australian police 
officers in the capacity of the then Liberal Government to deliver effective laws that would enable them to catch 
organised criminals.  There was a total lack of support from the Liberal Government for officers who had gone 
the extra half a yard on behalf of the community.  How do I know?  It is because I addressed the public meeting, 
which was attended by 3 000 officers, at Challenge Stadium.  They packed Challenge Stadium and moved 
motions of no-confidence - that was unheard of - against the Liberal Government, the Liberal Premier and the 
then Minister for Police.  None of those police was a political creature.  They came along as law enforcement 
officers driven to the edge by the total lack of support from the former Liberal Government.  Has anything 
changed?  My policing friends have told me that there has been a huge change in the way that the Labor 
Government and, particularly the honourable Minister for Police and Emergency Services, handles its 
responsibilities and brings in proper legislation to fight organised crime.  It is not just a reputation among me and 
my mates.  It is not about me and the commissioned and serving officers whom I know.  The performance of the 
honourable Minister for Police is known throughout Australia.  Her performance has become famous throughout 
this land as the benchmark for how a police minister should support the police and deliver.  Am I just reading 
that off the top of my head?  Of course not.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I refer to an article written in - 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  Member for Nedlands, I did warn you.  You are called to order for the 
second time.  If you seek to interject, do it in an appropriate way.  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I refer to an article written in issue No 2 of AUSPOL in 2004, the national magazine of the 
Australian Federal Police Association. 
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Mr J.N. Hyde:  Is that the latest issue? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  Yes.  Later I will seek leave of the House to lay this editorial on the Table for the remainder 
of the sitting.  This is an editorial - not an advertorial - published by the president of the Australian Federal 
Police Association.  It states - 

This issue we are pleased to feature a significant contribution from the Western Australian . . . Minister 
for Police and Emergency Services, Hon. Michelle Roberts MLA, on the many advances they have 
made in the west fighting organised crime and specifically Outlaw Motor Cycle gangs. 

That is the opening paragraph - a pole apart from what has been represented to this Chamber by the Opposition.  
The president of the Australian Federal Police Association continues - 

The Minister has been a national leader in law reforms and legislation.  
That does not sound like what the previous member was saying.  The association acknowledges the honourable 
minister as the national leader in law reform and legislation.  The article continues - 

The development and implementation of legislation such as the Criminal Property Confiscation Act . . . 
and the Criminal Investigation (Exceptional Powers) and Fortification Removal Act have played a key 
role in establishing WA as a national leader in criminal law reform.  As the AFPA battled out the 
development of the Commonwealth Proceeds of Crime Legislation we conducted a non partisan 
analysis of all jurisdictions, and often found WA as having the leading benchmarks.  For these reasons 
we would have to declare - 

The member for Mitchell might not be looking, but he has ears, so I know he is listening.  He will hear this - 
For these reasons we - 

That is, the Australian Federal Police Association - 
would have to declare the Hon. Michelle Roberts MLA as the Police Minister of the year for 
2003/2004. 

The police said they conducted a non-partisan review.  I congratulate the minister on her nomination by the 
Australian Federal Police Association as the best police minister in Australia. 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  Out of six Labor ministers, it did not have much to choose from. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  Far ahead of, say, Senator Ellison and the Australian Federal Police.  He does not rank.  He 
tells the truth sometimes.  I will never forget how he told the truth and dobbed in Peter Collier for being a 
fraudster, so he does have some honesty, but I shall continue - 
Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Nedlands!   
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  The article continues - 

In recent years there has been a substantial amount of evolution in the legislative environment 
impacting on criminal law enforcement.  Sadly it is often lacking in strategic vision, stakeholder input 
or proper legislative consideration.   

Cop the next bit!  I am sorry about that bit of colloquialism.  I refer you to the next piece, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and ask them to cop it. 

In Western Australia, there is no doubt that the important and valuable working relationship between 
the Minister and the Western Australian Police Union, led by our good friend Michael Dean, has played 
a major role in the legislative reforms achieved in that State.  We hold their achievements up - 

This is a very important part.  Who are they referring to?  The honourable Minister for Police and the Labor 
Government.  To continue - 

for other States and Territories to consider as a new benchmark for common crime fighting laws.  This 
is “best practice” legislation and should be adopted nationwide. 

The member for Mitchell can pick at the edges of little offence reports, but the minister is famed throughout our 
land as being the best and the most effective Minister for Police in the country. 
This article does not refer to other important initiatives.  Let us look at those other important initiatives, such as 
the hoon legislation.  This article was written before the proclamation of the hoon legislation.  I attended a 
community safety meeting the other day at Gum Blossom Hall in Quinns Rock, at which the community 
expressed concern about the hoons in the Quinns Beach car parks.  I was able to refer to the anti-hoon 
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legislation.  I will soon be bringing the police down to meet the community to work out how we can get the 
police to attend quickly.  They are there to enforce the legislation, but they cannot be everywhere all the time, so 
members of the local community are joining me to establish a hoon hotline so that as soon as any of those hoons 
hit the car park, this hoon legislation will hang around their necks and they will lose their vehicles.  That 
legislation is not referred to in this article because it came about later.   
Neither does this article refer to the significant inroads into home burglary that were introduced to make home 
burglary a targeted offence by the current police commissioner in coordination with the Minister for Police.  I 
can understand why this article was not referred to by members opposite.  This magazine covers a lot of issues 
and it is evident that, if the author had gone through all the honourable minister’s achievements, the whole 
magazine would have been full of articles about Hon Michelle Roberts.  The association had to include a few 
articles about policing families and things like that.  I do not stand in this House as a Labor Party member to give 
one of my party colleagues the biggest commendation of any police minister in Australia - far ahead of Senator 
Ellison and that lot; I humbly refer this House, in a quiet and reflective way, to the editorial contained in the 
latest edition of AUSPOL, which is effusive in its praise of the honourable minister.  It should stand as an 
indictment of the misrepresentations by the member for Mitchell.   

Finally, I seek leave to lay this editorial on the Table for the balance of the sitting day. 

Leave granted. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

MRS C.L. EDWARDES (Kingsley) [4.57 pm]:  I also welcome the opportunity to add to this debate.  I want to 
highlight some of the micro-issues that really affect people who live in our electorates.  Frankly, they are not 
interested in what accolades, awards or rewards have been given to the Minister for Police; they want action on 
the ground about the serious issues in which they believe the Government is failing with law and order.  The 
Government likes to use statistics to tell us how it has reduced the level of crime.  I would like to update the 
House with the statistics from the north-west metropolitan police district of Mindarie, Wanneroo and Joondalup.  
In 2003-04 compared with 2002-03 there was a 108 per cent increase in aggravated sexual assault, or 92 more 
offences; there was an 11 per cent increase in aggravated assault, or 33 more offences; there was a five per cent 
increase in non-aggravated assault, or 37 more offences; there was a 10 per cent increase in total offences against 
the person, or 35 more offences; there was a 34 per cent increase in graffiti, or 1 135 more offences; and there 
was a 26 per cent increase in drug trafficking, or 35 more offences.  All those statistics show that people living in 
their homes and going about their business in their ordinary day-to-day lives are affected.  That is what they see.  
They do not see the accolades or the awards of the Minister for Police; they see increases in sexual assault, 
aggravated assault, non-aggravated assault, offences against the person, graffiti and drug trafficking.  

Response times in the area have also been identified as a concern, with none of the target response times being 
met, on average, for priority 1 calls, such as armed robbery in progress; priority 2 calls, such as rape; and priority 
3 calls, such as homicide.  The Liberal candidate for Wanneroo, Paul Miles, has been advised of several 
unacceptable incidents in the area.  The Cambrai Village, a retirement village in Hester Avenue, has had 
approximately eight break-ins this year.  In one instance residents were told that there was a good DNA sample, 
but the police did not pursue it as the DNA testing backlog was too big.  Mr Miles has also been told that 
residents of Yanchep and Two Rocks are locking themselves in their homes after 9.00 pm because of the lack of 
police patrols, and the residents have also expressed concerns that reports of crime are not being followed up. 

If we asked how many police patrols were covering that huge district last Saturday night, we would find that the 
answer is five cars.  That is not a lot for a district that is so large, particularly bearing in mind the increasing level 
of crime that I have identified in those statistics.  If we want to know the extent of the Government’s real failure, 
we should look at the micro issues - the smashed windows, the burning of rubbish bins under the eaves of 
people’s homes, the burning of palm trees, and the burning of cricket pitches at the local ovals.  Look at the road 
signs.  Every Sunday or Monday morning, how many road signs that members drive by have been totally 
smashed down?  Trees and shrubs are uprooted.  There is graffiti, and there are broken bottles in a car park after 
the boys and girls have had their little parties.  There are burnouts on front lawns and on the streets.  What about 
the letterboxes?  Mine was pushed over earlier this year, and it is a brick letterbox!  It is not just a little letterbox 
that stands on a little pole; it is a big double-brick letterbox; yet as a result of some antisocial behaviour that was 
pushed over into our driveway.  Antisocial behaviour gives a negative image.  It contributes to the perception of 
lawlessness and crime in the area.  That is the real extent of the concern in the community, and they are the 
issues that worry residents in Kingsley. 

Last Monday morning, prior to the students in my area going back to school, every single slow-down sign 
outside the Woodvale Primary School was knocked down, as was the Woodvale Primary School sign.  The 
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people in that area were proud of that sign.  It was kicked and knocked down as well.  What is the extent of the 
cost to the Department of Education and Training of replacing items, carrying out repairs and cleaning up the 
graffiti in the area?  I do not have the figure.  However, I know that the perimeter school fencing at the Creaney 
Primary School, which I have raised in this House, has proved its value in reducing graffiti, vandalism and theft.  
However, when I asked for similar perimeter fencing to be provided at the nearby Dalmain Primary School, the 
Minister for Education and Training said no, the school would not get approval for that security perimeter 
fencing.  He said that it is provided only at those schools at which a high number of incidents are recorded, 
together with the greatest level of damage.  The cost to the Dalmain Primary School over the past two years has 
exceeded $60 000.  Therefore, how much cost must there be to install perimeter fencing?  Surely, on the 
minister’s criteria, a cost to the school of $60 000 would be sufficient. 

It is not up to the parents and citizens associations.  However, that is where the cost shifting of this Government 
comes in.  The minister said that if a P&C wants perimeter fencing around its school, it should install it.  It is not 
up to the P&Cs to save the education budget $60 000 a year in vandalism and insurance costs.  Basically, that is 
the amount that that antisocial behaviour is costing one school.  What is the cost to the City of Joondalup and the 
City of Wanneroo to replace the playground equipment in parks, remove the graffiti and repair the infrastructure 
assets that have been damaged in those two city council areas?  According to its last budget, the City of 
Joondalup spent $202 000 on that item.  This Government abolished the graffiti task force.  I do not have the 
exact figures for the City of Wanneroo, but it has told me that it costs it about $200 000.  The ratepayers of 
Wanneroo and Joondalup are paying for this Government’s decision to abandon and close down the graffiti task 
force.  In January 2002, the task force, which had been operating since 1996 and was very effective, was closed 
by this Government.  It has now shifted all those costs onto the ratepayers of the City of Wanneroo, the City of 
Joondalup and all the other councils that were previously involved.  It is those issues on which this Government 
has failed, and it is a real measure of government failure. 
The solution is not always to be found in heavier penalties and stronger laws.  The Government needs to go back 
a step and to examine and treat what sometimes are the causes.  We have raised in this House previously the 
abolition of family centres.  Mums and dads could walk through the front door of a family centre and 
anonymously seek advice about the behaviour of their young children.  They would receive that advice.  The 
Government’s action in abandoning those family centres will come back to bite it.  I believe it is happening now, 
and it will get worse.  Those families have been abandoned by this Government, because they no longer have the 
ability to go through a front door and anonymously say that they are having problems with their kid or kids.  
Where do they go - to the Department for Community Development?  Not a lot of people want to go to DCD if 
they believe they are having just a behavioural problem with their kids.  It might end up being a health problem 
also.  When they could get the advice anonymously, they were given directions about where to go.  The 
Government has been busy cutting back some of those programs.  I believe it has been short-sighted.  To save a 
few pennies, it is costing this community an enormous number of dollars. 
I have referred in this House previously to a pilot program in Kingsley, which involves the appointment of a 
school liaison officer who operates in four schools: Goollelal, Creaney, Halidon and Dalmain Primary Schools.  
This represents a combined total of more than 1 200 students, 140 staff and nearly 1 900 parents.  The role of 
that school liaison officer has been expanded from that of school chaplain.  It is designed to support and 
encourage the school communities in Kingsley by promoting positive mental health and wellbeing, social and 
emotional competence and increased confidence in parenting and life skills.  It creates a strong sense of 
connection through active pastoral care strategies.  However, do members think that this Government will 
expand that pilot program?  Do they think that this Government is even looking at extending that pilot program?  
Do members know how much money that school liaison officer is paid?  It is not very much when one considers 
the amount of work she does to protect and look after families and children.  The number of single-parent 
families in Kingsley has doubled in the past 13 years.  That is not a lot in comparison with other areas.  Those 
schools are finding that the consequences that flow from that support network are a big issue.  Some of those 
kids went to high school before the pilot program started, and they are the ones who are missing out and those 
families are being subjected to antisocial behaviour and high levels of vandalism and graffiti.  We will re-
implement the graffiti task force.  It was a valuable tool in presenting a positive image.  Since the Liberal Party 
has released its position paper on the subject, the Government has said that it will do it.  However, what has it 
done?  It has provided technical advice.  It is not enough to come out with big talk.  It is not enough to 
concentrate on the awards and accolades that the Minister for Police is receiving.  It is about dealing with the 
micro-issues that are important to ensure that the people in the community feel safe and secure.  At this time they 
do not feel safe and secure.   
MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Parliamentary Secretary) [5.10 pm]:  I am very pleased that my colleagues 
opposite have raised the issue of security and safety, because I began to wonder in the past few weeks whether 
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the Liberal Party was concerned about these issues in Western Australia.  I will tell members why I wondered 
about these issues.  It is because of the release during the election campaign of the federal Liberal Party’s 
election policy of fighting terrorism at its source.  It was released late in September and proposed, among other 
things, the establishment of counter-terrorism teams and specialist personnel and equipment in the Asian region.   
I was curious about this policy and examined it in some detail as I wanted to know what implications it would 
have for federal law enforcement in Western Australia.  The commitment that the federal Government has made 
to deploy personnel in the Asian region is for two teams of 10 staff for a new counter-terrorism regional 
engagement team, at a cost of $42.8 million over five years; the creation of two counterintelligence teams of nine 
persons each, at a cost of $28.3 million over five years; and the creation of two dedicated counter-terrorism 
surveillance teams each comprising eight federal agents, at a cost of $15.6 million over five years.  This 
commitment totals some 54 personnel stationed offshore, whether permanently or on stand-by, as part of so-
called flying squads.  However, members might be interested to know that with leave, training and overseas 
commitments such as peacekeeping undertakings in the Solomon Islands, Iraq, Papua New Guinea and other 
overseas locations, it is estimated that there are a total of 49 agents in the Australian Federal Police western 
region.  I repeat: 49 agents.  In other words, the federal Liberal Party is prepared to commit more personnel to 
the Asian region than it is to this third of the country.   
We all accept that terrorism has certainly changed the face of law enforcement and has made national and 
international boundaries less significant, but it stretches credibility that the federal Government is more 
committed to bolstering police presence for our near neighbours rather than in the western third of the continent.  
It is a very warped and distorted view of homeland security.  I say to the Prime Minister: hello, hello!  There are 
people on this side of the continent.  The State covers some 2 532 483 square kilometres.  There are 
approximately 12 500 kilometres of coastline, much of which is isolated and inaccessible.  I must tell the House 
that this is one in a long line of decisions about the deployment of AFP in Western Australia that begs the 
question whether the federal Government is adequately servicing the needs of Western Australians.   

About a year ago, the position of manager of the western region was abolished and the AFP Perth office is now 
effectively run from Canberra.  I am advised that these days federal officers who are stationed in Western 
Australia are principally devoted to counter-terrorism and close personal protection.  There are few or no 
personnel to conduct serious and large investigations into drug importation.  In terms of tax evasion and 
corporate malfeasance, out-posted AFP officers are no longer stationed at the Australian Taxation Office or the 
Australian Securities and Investments Commission.  Investigations into social security fraud, currency fraud and 
counterfeiting, e-crime, Internet scams, money laundering and people smuggling can no longer be actively 
pursued in this jurisdiction.  These matters, although clearly within the federal domain, will be pursued only if 
they are part of larger enterprises with activity impacting on the eastern seaboard.   

There is no question that the expertise of the AFP is world class.  I acknowledge that in recent years it has made 
invaluable contributions; for example, by assisting overseas police services in the investigations into the Bali and 
the Madrid bombings.  However, in the cold light of day, and following the flurry of activity after the federal 
election, Western Australians should be mindful that the priorities of the federal Government are not really in 
Western Australia and that there is no real commitment to provide adequate federal law enforcement capability 
in this State.  It is clear that the federal Government is treating and will continue to treat Western Australia with 
contempt when it comes to law enforcement.  Clearly, safety and security on this side of the continent are not 
important to the federal Government.  I think it is in great contrast to the commitment made at a state level by the 
Gallop Government.  The accolades to which my colleague the member for Innaloo referred earlier are evidence 
that our commitment to safety and security is much better than that of our federal colleagues.   

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [5.16 pm]:  My contribution to this debate is to again remind the Gallop 
Government that the abolition of the Court Government’s graffiti task force was a huge mistake and has become 
costly to the ratepayers of Western Australia.  In fact, it is another hidden expenditure that Western Australians 
on average incomes have had to endure over the past three and a half years.  Graffiti continues to be not only a 
source of annoyance but also a huge vandalism cost to the community.  Some councils are spending up to 
$250 000 a year to deal with graffiti.  In many areas the scale of the problem is so large that the unsightly graffiti 
remains.  It is widely recognised that when graffiti is not cleaned up, repeat attacks invariably follow.  Councils 
have proved that the rapid removal of graffiti tags and other spray-paint vandalism lengthened the period 
between attacks.  This prompt maintenance service is costly and it is ratepayers who eventually pay for what 
should be a government responsibility.   

Graffiti is not just an issue of unsightliness; it also contributes to the perception of lawlessness and other crime in 
an area.  Graffiti is antisocial behaviour.  It is offensive to property owners and other members of the 
community.  It impacts on our sense of pride in our city and our suburbs.  It is, sadly, an issue that the Gallop 
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Government does not care about.  I shudder when I recall that the Gallop Government’s priority mission in 2001 
was to introduce legislation with a radical social agenda such as - here is my shudder - lowering to 16 years the 
age of consent for homosexuals, adoption rights for gay couples and the decriminalisation of cannabis.  While all 
this was happening, the Labor Government scrapped the coalition’s graffiti task force.  That is bad news - really 
bad news.  However, the good news is that after the next election, the Colin Barnett coalition will bring back the 
graffiti task force.   

In my electorate of Dawesville graffiti comes and goes, but it is most prevalent during the school holidays.  The 
City of Mandurah has a budget of $120 000 to counter graffiti and vandalism and employs a full-time supervisor 
to oversee this mess.  I rang the supervisor last Monday and he commented on his job: when he is notified, 
graffiti is removed within 48 hours unless special chemicals or cleaning equipment is required.  Unfortunately, 
shops and private owners do not come under the service, so immediate removal does not always occur, which 
can encourage further graffiti.  The City of Mandurah is bracing itself for more graffiti, vandalism and burglaries 
when the Perth to Mandurah rail link is operable.  The time for the completion of that project is being extended.  
I place on record that the minister responsible for transport owes me a bottle of Moët because she did not achieve 
the commitment for completion of the Mandurah link in 2005.  I gave her a chance to get out of that arrangement 
by saying that the bet is double or nothing that the project will reach Mandurah by 2006.  This has been touted 
by the Government in a pre-election palaver to make everyone think the project will be completed within that 
time frame.  It will not happen in 2006.  That would be impossible.  It is already behind schedule for that date.  
That Perth-Mandurah rail link will be provided at some time in the middle of 2007.  Let us not get uptight about 
that aspect.  However, the point is that when the train arrives in Mandurah, we must be ready.  The Government 
must get behind solving the vandalism and graffiti problem, and we must be ready for an increased number of 
burglaries.  It is already on record that problems have arisen throughout the State in areas with rail links.  It is 
easy for people whom I call cowards to get on and off trains at various stations; they do their vandalism and their 
destruction, and then get on the next train and are on their way.  This will happen in Mandurah.  It is not a 
visionary statement; it is an absolute fact.   
A number of Mandurah primary schools have been fenced.   
Mr A.D. McRae:  Will it be Mandurah people doing that or people coming to Mandurah?  

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  It will be people coming to Mandurah.  Generally, it is people from the metropolitan 
area who see the new areas as easy game.  I will return to that point later, member for Riverton, to provide a 
more explicit answer in that regard.   

Shamefully, some primary schools in the member for Mandurah’s electorate and mine are being fenced.  I find it 
unsightly, claustrophobic and a sad admission that some people in our community do not respect their schools, 
and are able to get away with it.  A school is not fenced unless there is an average vandalism cost of around 
$80 000 a year.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  That’s not true. 

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  Headmasters in schools in my area have told me that that is the case.  Maybe the figure 
is higher in the member’s electorate.  Fencing is taking place in the Mandurah area if vandalism causes damage 
of $80 000 or more a year.  I quote headmasters in my electorate in that regard.  I find fencing unsightly and 
claustrophobic.  It is sad that these things happen.  Schools need an openness so people feel they can learn, 
investigate, query and study, and not be inhibited by a fence.  That is not our way of life.  It is happening because 
people get away with graffiti, vandalism and burglary in schools, particular during school holidays.  It is terrible 
that the Government has allowed the culprits to win.  Unless the graffiti task force is re-introduced, vandals will 
continue to win and continue to add to the cost of living.  It is shameful to think that the decent people of our 
community always cough up for the few people who are not harnessed to do the right thing.  Where does it start?  
Is it in the family, in schools or with our Government not providing enough money to counter this problem?  It is 
happening.  In scrapping the graffiti task force, the Government showed that it does not care.   

I have witnessed first-hand in Mandurah the destruction of real estate developers’ signs.  The boom in real estate 
in Mandurah is at an all-time high.  More houses are being sold and more subdivisions and urban developments 
are taking place than ever before.  This urban development is on the outskirts of the city, and does not have the 
same supervision as happens with developments in the city.  Developers’ signs can be very expensive.  The huge 
ones can cost up to $1 000 or $2 000 - the smaller ones cost around $300.  A developer puts up his sign to make 
sales, and within a week the graffiti people have been in action.  I have seen first-hand the sadness of Halls Head 
lawn bowlers.  We strived for three years to get the site and plans in place and we raised the money for arguably 
the best sporting clubhouse in the Peel region.  It is a $500 000 sporting and recreation facility.  It is magnificent.  
It had not been there three weeks when members who had volunteered their time to tend the surrounds - that is, 
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the roses and lawns and all the matters that made them proud of the club - found windows smashed.  It had been 
graffitied.  The vandals had even attempted to crack the safe.  The club members spent the next two days 
cleaning up.  It was very annoying.  It hit the papers, but it did not get the sympathy of the general community.  I 
am sad to say that people are starting to accept graffiti as a way of life, but I disagree.  If the member for Innaloo 
were here at the moment, I would shout it out like a bully-type person used to winning in court and carrying on.  
I am not like that; I am used to the oration of statesmanship.  People do not have to shout to be heard, and 
members can have control in monitoring their voice, and not act like a big baboon when speaking on the floor of 
this House.  It is very sad.  I have also seen first-hand in Mandurah that cowards graffiti the Mandurah Estuary 
Bridge.  I walk or jog along that bridge every morning according to the whim.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Your wind or the weather?  

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  It is according to the whim, and which way the wind is blowing.  I jog with the wind!  
Within a week or two of the council cleaning up the bridge underpass, the graffiti is back.  It staggers me that the 
same signs always appear.  I am not a graffiti expert.  I am sure that people in the community could investigate 
this problem.  The member for the Mandurah is a great advocate for schools and has a terrific relationship with 
the youngsters of the area.  I challenge him to do some detective work and ask the youngsters who is making 
those signs and why they are so proud of them.  Who are they?  We must stop them.  This vandalism costs the 
community.  I am told by police that a handful of locals is involved.  I have outlined our challenge, member for 
Mandurah, over the next few weeks. 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  We’ll take it up. 
Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  I also witnessed first-hand how the prized Pinjarra train museum had been disfigured in 
the dark of night.  Governments of both persuasions have provided huge amounts of money for the Hotham 
Valley Railway and the museum in Pinjarra.  It was to be a saviour for the town in attracting people as a heritage 
item.  The trains and carriage were brought down from Midland and elsewhere to provide a home for them.  One 
day we were feeling pride at how good it looked - if people can see beauty in 80-year-old steam trains - and the 
next day they were splattered with paint and disfigured.  It was shameful.  Our community is starting to accept 
this activity as the norm.  Again, I am disappointed that this Government has not put enough money in place to 
change that community attitude and to teach such people that they are in error.  I am concerned that as a result of 
the Gallop Government’s lack of interest, some Australians do not know the difference between right and wrong.  
I am concerned that some misfits do not respect other people’s property.  I am concerned that this Government is 
encouraging cowards to gain confidence from their devilish habit of desecrating other people’s property.  I 
would like to repeat that because it is important to all members who allow themselves to think about this.  We 
are encouraging cowards to gain confidence from their devilish habit of desecrating other people’s property.  The 
Court Government recognised that but, sadly, the present Government has let its guard slip.  In light of its 
ideology, this Government will not give the issues of vandalism and graffiti priority.  When culprits are 
apprehended they need only apologise before they are let free to be cowards again.  I would like to see some of 
them in a football team.  They would not be accepted into a side that I was coaching.  There is no place for 
cowards in the Australian way of life.  It is up to every person here to make sure they find out who these cowards 
are and teach them to grow up and be responsible citizens of our nation.   
Graffiti is another problem over which the Gallop Government has shamefully failed the people of Western 
Australia.  The Labor Government has had four years to do something about it.  However, it has shown no 
interest in the issue and will be thrown out at the next election for its insensitivity and lack of respect for 
people’s property.  
The member for Murray-Wellington has asked whether I would place on the record in Hansard some statistics 
relating to misbehaviour in his electorate.  He has provided me with a comparison of figures for the Peel policing 
district of Murray-Wellington between 2002-03 and 2003-04 as follows -   

•  13% increase in aggravated assault (15 more offences)  
•  40% increase in non-aggravated assault (112 more offences)  
•  7.6% increase in total offences against the person (50 more offences) 
•  73.5% increase in graffiti (39 more offences)  
•  32.5% increase in drug trafficking (26 more offences) 

A dot point worth noting states - 
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•  The Liberal candidate for Murray, Murray Cowper, and the Leader of the Opposition, Colin 
Barnett, were recently informed by employees at Liquorland in Meadow Springs that the store has 
been the victim of three smash and grab attacks in the past few months.  

•  Recently, a 72 year old man was bashed in Meadow Springs near the shopping centre at 7pm while 
walking his dog.  

I said I would give the member for Riverton more explicit examples of what happens from lack of police 
attention and lack of interest by this Government.  Four years ago, people living in the canals of Mandurah 
recruited their own security surveillance people.  The rate of break and entry offences, burglary and various other 
offences in the Port Mandurah and Waterside canals was so bad that a private operator was employed.  I happen 
to be a member of the Waterside Residents Association.  

Mr A.D. McRae:  Did you say four years ago?   

Mr A.D. MARSHALL:  Three and a half years ago - the member for Riverton should listen - before we 
employed the surveillance group, 15 or 16 offences a month were reported.  Since the surveillance group was 
employed, for which every member pays around $300 a year, one offence a month is committed if they are 
lucky.  The rate is slightly higher in Port Mandurah.  I acknowledge that the Government is seeking partnerships 
with the local government and that local government must bring in private industry to bail it out.  “Partnership” 
is a good word, but the cost of stopping crime on the canals has fallen back on our constituents.  They have had 
to bail out a government operation.  In this case, I can honestly tell members, because I am on a Waterside 
committee, that the employment of a private operator has proved to be a great success.  I rest my case that the 
Government has not done enough in this area and must lift its game.  

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [5.34 pm]:  Firstly, I acknowledge the contribution of my very well-
respected colleague, the member for Dawesville, who is held in high esteem in my community.  He has made 
some interesting comments.  I do not wish to engage him in debate, but I will make some comments about the 
issues he has raised and highlight a range of government community initiatives in the Peel police district within 
which Mandurah, Dawesville and Murray-Wellington fall.  The member for Dawesville mentioned a couple of 
issues, particularly the southern railway link.  It disappoints me sometimes that whenever members opposite get 
the opportunity they talk down the southern suburbs railway to my community.  The southern suburbs railway 
remains a critical infrastructure project to the people of Mandurah and to the 400 000 people living in the 
southern suburbs of Perth, who have waited too long to have their rightful share of public transport 
infrastructure.  I get disappointed when the member for Dawesville speaks negatively about the railway project. 
There is no doubt that when the railway reaches Mandurah on time in 2006, as promised by the Gallop 
Government, the community will face a range of issues at the end of that line.  Those issues will include 
increased business opportunities and increased employment opportunities for the young and not so young who 
have had to deal with unemployment rates that we regret have occurred in the region I represent.  It will also 
bring massive tourism benefits and open up a range of opportunities for people who want to be innovative and 
take advantage of that massive $1.5 billion infrastructure investment.  We must remind people in this place that 
that is $1.5 billion worth of investment in a major infrastructure project that will deliver huge benefits.  The 
member for Dawesville indicated that, as with public infrastructure projects, issues will arise that the community 
will need to address, including, of course, negative behaviour.  I am pleased to tell the House that I have been 
talking with the new police superintendent for the Peel police district, Superintendent Catherine Bullen, who is 
very much committed - 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  A very competent young woman.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  She is very competent indeed and is a breath of fresh air to Mandurah.  She replaces a 
very good superintendent and a very well respected assistant commissioner who represented the area and is now 
a minister in the Gallop Government.  Superintendent Bullen is very keen to ensure that we consider how we 
plan over the next two years for the arrival of the rail and how we put in place programs, projects and 
neighbourhood initiatives that will address any negative behaviour that the rail link might attract.  Police at the 
district level, with the community, are planning a range of initiatives to address some of the negative attitudes 
and behaviours that might eventuate, as they can with any major infrastructure project such as the southern 
suburbs rail.  

The member for Dawesville also referred to graffiti.  I do not think anyone in this place would disagree that 
graffiti is an abhorrent blight on our community.  It conjures up a range of negative perceptions and impacts on 
all sorts of people, regardless of their age.  I remember meeting some people in Anstruther Road in central 
Mandurah earlier this year.  They were concerned about a derelict house that was being used by undesirables 
because it was derelict.  Unsavoury activities were being conducted at night.  The house was in an area of 
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Mandurah in which a large number of wonderful older citizens live.  They called me in and we talked about what 
we should do.  The first thing was to get the council involved and to invoke the Local Government Act.  The 
owners of that derelict place were required to take up their responsibility as owners and to demolish that property 
because it was derelict and unfit for human habitation.  That seems like a small thing, but it was a big thing to the 
people who live opposite that property.  We were able to achieve that through negotiation with the council and 
by making sure that we alerted the council and the owner to their responsibilities.  Those sorts of things can have 
a very big and positive impact if they are enacted and carried out.   

No member of this House would disagree that we would like less graffiti and less vandalism in our communities.  
The City of Mandurah must unfortunately spend quite a lot of money on replacing sprinkler heads, for example.  
There is a tendency, particularly during the summer months, for the sprinkler heads of the reticulation of a 
number of reserves to be damaged.  The City of Mandurah has attempted to get people to report unsavoury 
behaviour and to work with the police.  The people who commit these acts of vandalism are not only cowards 
but also just plain dumb.  They basically have no respect for not only other people but also themselves and their 
families.  We have to make sure that the community understands that we all have a responsibility to work 
together to address these issues.   

The member for Dawesville mentioned the Peel police district on behalf of the member for Murray-Wellington, 
who was unfortunately unable to speak tonight.  One of the key achievements of the Gallop Government in the 
Peel region, and indeed for the people of Mandurah, has been the policing of the Peel police district.  The Peel 
police district is the newest police district, established in 2000.  Since we came to power just three and a half 
years ago there has been a more than 25 per cent increase in the number of police in the Peel police district.  
Why was that?  That came about through agitation by the City of Mandurah, me, other key people in the area and 
the population itself, who constantly highlighted that our region not only is experiencing massive growth but also 
has a range of issues that impact upon the likelihood of crime and safety concerns.  Representations were made 
almost from day one of the Gallop Government’s term.  It was one of the number one issues for me as a new 
member of this place, as the people I met when doorknocking and whom I spoke to on the street were concerned 
about police numbers in Mandurah.  The Gallop Government has quite simply delivered; it has provided a 25 per 
cent increase in police numbers in the Peel region.  I keep asking the Minister for Police for more police officers.  
The Gallop Government is delivering an additional 250 police officers in its first term.  We will be asking for 
more in Peel - there is no doubt about that.  I will be at the police minister’s door to say that we want some more, 
because of the increase in the area’s population and the issues that impact on the families and elderly citizens 
who live in my community.  It is a major achievement of this Government for the Peel region to have, in just 
over three and a half years, a 25 per cent increase in the number of police in the Peel police district, which is the 
newest police district in Western Australia.   

Last Friday morning I addressed a regional seminar of justices of the peace in Mandurah.  The justices were 
from not only all parts of the Peel region but also Fremantle, Melville, Armadale and other places.  We had very 
interesting representations from a range of speakers.  Some young people from Pinjarra also came to the seminar 
to talk about the issues that impact on young people.  It was agreed that there must be an integrated approach to 
community safety, crime and crime prevention to address a range of issues at various levels.  The Gallop 
Government has already delivered massive change through the legislation that has been not only introduced to 
this House but also passed by this Parliament and enacted.  The member for Innaloo mentioned some of the 
legislation that this Government has enacted in its first term, which ranges from the DNA legislation to 
legislation that ensures that the proceeds of crime are delivered back to the community, crime legislation that 
addresses the issues of victims of crime, the historic legislation on domestic violence that was passed by the 
other place last night, and the anti-hoon legislation.  All these and many other Bills that were introduced by the 
Attorney General and the Minister for Justice have tried to ensure that those who commit crimes pay for their 
crimes, and that the victims of crime are compensated through the provision of support and recognition of the 
terrible things that happen to families that are victims of crime.  This Government has already put in place a raft 
of legislative measures to address crime.  We also recognise that we must address the prevention of crime at the 
base level in our communities.   

The Government has also focused on projects, activities and programs aimed at supporting families, children and 
young people, so that young people are given opportunities so that they will be less likely to engage in criminal 
activity not only when they are young but also when they are older.  What always angers me is that when people 
talk about young people we hear about the small percentage of them who commit crimes.  However, we forget 
about the more than 96 per cent of our young people who make tremendous contributions to our communities 
through such things as voluntary efforts.  In Mandurah, a range of young people are making tremendous 
contributions to our community through environmental projects, youth projects and education and training.  
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They are doing wonderful things.  We need to make sure that we focus on recognising the contribution that 
young people make, because they are doing it well.  Given the range of doom and gloom that we hear about in 
the world and in the global environment, it is amazing that so many of our young people are so resilient and able 
to make a strong and positive contribution to our community.  We should not forget that, because if we were to 
listen to members opposite, we would think that all our young people are hoons and are committing crimes 
against property and people.  They are not.  Many of them are making a tremendous contribution to our 
community.  They deserve our support and to be given opportunities.  That is what the Gallop Government is 
about.   

The other thrust of the Gallop Government is to ensure that we strengthen communities and revitalise 
neighbourhoods, such as through revitalising neighbourhood clusters.  We have already started to do that in a 
range of ways in a range of suburbs in metropolitan Perth and in the regions.  That includes looking at how to 
support local crime prevention groups in making sure that their neighbourhoods are revitalised.  One example is 
a project that I launched only a week or so back called the “bring back the commons” project.  This project has 
been funded through the Office of Crime Prevention.  More than $35 000 will go towards an initiative in a 
locality of Mandurah that has traditionally experienced some disadvantage.  The project is about bringing people 
together.  It is about working with people in their own streets and neighbourhoods and getting them together to 
talk about issues.  A range of activities will be involved, such as bringing people into parks, revitalising streets 
and neighbourhoods, ensuring that people feel safe in their community by holding a range of activities such as 
community walks, getting community leaders together, and having police and people within council work 
together so that those communities and neighbourhoods become and are celebrated as positive places in which to 
live.   

That is only one project.  I want to talk about some of the other projects that are already operating in Mandurah 
and the Peel region and have the strong support of the Gallop Government.  Over the past three years, $250 000 
has gone towards the Street Net program, which is an outreach service in Mandurah.  This is a very positive 
project that ensures police and outreach workers are working with young people at risk on the streets in 
Mandurah.  They go out onto the streets in the evening to track young people and make sure they are linked back 
to youth services and their families.  If they are estranged from their families, they work towards reunification 
for those young people.  This Government has already spent over $250 000 on that project alone. 

I refer now to the Billy Dower Youth Centre.  Over $250 000 of Gallop Government money and other moneys, 
including money from the Lotteries Commission, has been allocated to the Billy Dower Youth Centre in an 
endeavour to locate youth services under the one roof, including youth outreach services, youth health services 
and services for young people to ensure they have adequate and safe accommodation.  The youth health service 
was launched by the Minister for Health only two weeks ago.  This is all happening in Mandurah, and it is sad 
that it was not mentioned by the member for Dawesville.  He painted a picture about one particular issue, but he 
forgot about dozens and dozens of positive initiatives that are occurring in the Mandurah, Dawesville and 
Murray-Wellington areas.   

I have four minutes left, so I will refer to some other issues.  Crime should be addressed from all angles - 
legislative, community, individual, neighbourhoods and schools.  It was interesting that schools were mentioned.  
I will tell members about some of the schools in my electorate and what they are doing, because they recognise 
that crime can also be addressed by working with families in schools.  Another project funded by this 
Government was the FAST - families and schools together - program, which is based on working with families, 
their children, the teachers and the community to address a whole range of social and economic issues that 
impact on families.  That program ensures that families have access to a folio of skills and support systems so 
that their children can be supported, embraced and encouraged at home, at school and in the community.  This 
Government has been supporting such programs in Mandurah and the Peel region, and they are very successful.  
Why?  Because in this region we look at crime and crime prevention from a multi-layered viewpoint.  It must be 
approached from all angles.  We have to fix the graffiti problem, but we must also fix the difficulties some 
families are having within their own communities, whether they be economic or social issues.  I seek a short 
extension of time. 

[Leave granted for the member’s time to be extended.] 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  One of the issues championed by the Minister for Peel since he was elected has been 
to make sure that the community builds resilience.  For a long time previous Governments neglected some of the 
core issues that impact on families and seniors in our community.  When those opposite were in power over the 
eight years before the Gallop Government, they forgot about some key elements.  If we can address those issues 
we can start to build a capacity within the community.  What did those opposite do?  They did nothing.  What 
did we do?  When we came to power we started to address those key priorities.   
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We have invested heavily in education.  Stage 2 of the Mandurah Senior College - a $2.5 million investment - 
opened only a few weeks back.  The opening was attended by the Minister for Peel.  We have invested in health.  
A $3.8 million community health facility is planned to open next year.  We have also invested in health in a 
range of other ways, one of which is the youth project that addresses youth health issues.  I mentioned earlier the 
investment in police and policing.  This is where the other lot gets it wrong all the time; they do not understand 
that the Government must also invest in support services.  I am so proud of this Government, because going right 
back to the early 1990s and from 1993 to 2001 - when those opposite were in government - members of the local 
community kept saying that they needed community legal support.  They wanted to offer community legal 
support to those people in the community who could not afford to go to a lawyer or get paid legal advice or 
needed support on a whole range of issues.  Those on the other side did not listen, but we listened when we came 
to government.  As a result of work by the Minister for Peel and the South West, the Attorney General, me and 
others, including the local community, we built strong resilience within our community, because from there we 
could build a stronger, safer and better community for all.  I call those working to this end community agitators - 
to coin a phrase, a year or so ago Kim Beazley called them community urban guerillas. 
This Government has allocated $800 000 over the next four years to set up the Peel community legal service.  It 
will be operating and serving the people in the Peel region within the next month.  The Attorney General will 
open that service in December.  Once again, it is about looking at problems from a multi-faceted point of view 
and realising that building blocks must be put in place with strong foundations so that we can build a better and 
stronger community.  That is what is happening in the Peel region and in Mandurah.  We have put more police 
on the beat and into the region.  I want more.  I am the first to say that I want more.  Some members on this side 
call me greedy, but I want more.   
We are putting a $1.5 billion investment into public transport so that those people who are marginalised and who 
may need to go out of the region to work have an opportunity to connect to other parts of the metropolitan area.  
That will provide them with the opportunity to lift and share their economic status in the region.  I have 
mentioned other projects, such as the youth maritime project.  We must also address some of the problems and 
the challenges faced by community members.  The youth maritime project has received strong investment from 
the community and the Gallop Government.  The Government has committed over $10 000 to that project.  The 
Lions Club of Mandurah has come on board.  Local philanthropists Keith Turner and his wife, Beryl, have come 
on board with a big injection of money because they understand that if we invest in young people and provide 
them with opportunities, those young people are less likely to go down the track of crime.  We must make sure 
that we invest at the preventative end as well as making sure that we have punitive measures for those people 
who commit crimes against other people and their property. 
I have said a number of times that I live in a great community.  We are working in partnership with the local 
council.  Next week I will attend the historic signing of the crime prevention community partnership.  The City 
of Mandurah is joining in.  Why?  Because it knows that community safety and community crime prevention is 
about everybody working together; it is about individuals in neighbourhoods working with their neighbours; it is 
about people working with community groups, such as the ratepayer organisations; it is about people working 
with groups like the Neighbourhood Watch volunteers; and it is about people working with groups and officers 
from the crime prevention unit and those involved in the local council’s infrastructure departments, sport, 
recreation and the arts.  This is all about the community working together.  Most of the time those opposite are 
asleep or being negative or carping.  They pick out one or two issues, but they have no clear solution.  The 
Gallop Government has a solution.  The Gallop Government’s solution to crime and its vision is to build a better, 
stronger and more resilient community - it is doing it on the ground.  That is working in Mandurah.  We have a 
long way to go, but we are in a far better and more positive position than we were when the lot on the other side 
of the House were in power.  It is about working together.  It is about working in partnership.  It is about the 
Gallop Government’s priority of working across government so that we build a better life for all in our 
community. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [6.01 pm]:  I support this motion.  My colleagues have covered a lot of the 
metropolitan issues, and they have covered them very well.  I will focus on some of the rural issues.  There is no 
doubt that we have law and order and safety and security problems in rural Western Australia.  One cause for 
those problems is a lack of resources in country communities.  Country Western Australia often prides itself on 
being safe.  A lot of country Western Australia is safe.  However, that is changing in not only the major towns, 
but also some of the smaller towns.  As time goes on that is a natural occurrence, but we can do more to address 
the issue.  I will talk a bit about that tonight.   
Drugs have made a big contribution to the problem.  I have no doubt, especially after my four years in this place 
and from working in my region, that drugs contribute to mental health issues in the community, and link into the 
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crime factor.  We must be aware of this.  Relaxing the cannabis laws has contributed to some of drug-related 
problems that I have witnessed over the past couple of years.  Many situations that arise put the public at risk.  
We are talking about crimes that put the public at risk.  I have no doubt that if we had more police - I know 
everyone wants more police and I know, as the member for Mandurah stated, that we cannot have hundreds of 
police everywhere - and better resources and facilities to enable the police to better use their time, we would be 
able to reduce the rate of dangerous situations that occur in the community and occur more and more in regional 
WA.  This issue concerns me as a long-time country person.  The Minister for Sport and Recreation served as a 
policeman in the country.  I am sure he would notice a difference in country Western Australia if he were serving 
now.  As society grows, that is a natural progression.  However, we can do more.  I wish to highlight some of the 
things that I have highlighted over the past two years.  Some of these issues may have improved; however, many 
have gone backwards and that is contributing to some of the problems we are experiencing.  There are some 
areas in which we have probably been able to improve some things.   

As members of Parliament, we get to work with the police in our area.  I congratulate the police in my area 
because they do a wonderful job.  I am concerned that many police officers are under too much pressure.  At 
times police leave the force because of that pressure.  Police experience personal problems and stress, and that 
can lead to them having trouble addressing some of the community’s problems.  The police in Narrogin, 
Katanning, Wagin, Kojonup, Dumbleyung, Williams and Wickepin do a fantastic job in the community.  In most 
cases there is good rapport between police and members of their community.  That is important.  There is no 
doubt that country police services and facilities are in need of a boost.  We need a boost to police stations, police 
housing and police numbers so that we can address the law and order needs of many of our country 
communities.   

I will highlight a few things that have happened under the Government.  Over the past two years in particular I 
have highlighted these issues with the minister three or four times in grievances and other debates.  Obviously 
there is a large number of police vacancies in country Western Australia.  That is a fact.  The condition of police 
stations and cells is well below required safety standards.  There is no commitment to the future of a lot of our 
country police stations.  That is a concern.  There has been minimal capital works funding and upgrades for 
country police stations, particularly in the south west land division.  There has been some capital works funding 
and upgrades in some remote areas, such as the Kimberley and the Pilbara; however, we have not seen that in the 
south west land division.  Generally, the upgrades have not achieved a great deal.  I welcome them, but they 
have not achieved what is really needed.  We are trying to spread funding too far instead of having a target and 
doing the job properly.   

Poor police housing is a real issue.  I will speak more about that later.  Police officers have to hold and watch 
prisoners in unsafe cells and they have to transfer prisoners to safe cells because their facilities are inadequate.  
That takes police away from their normal duties a heck of a lot in country WA.  It is a real issue.  All the matters 
that I am talking about have contributed to a major increase in the risk to public safety in country WA.   

Country postings have become unattractive propositions for many police officers due to safety issues associated 
with single-man police stations.  People say that we cannot have single-man police stations, so we should get rid 
of them.  We need more police at single-man police stations; they should not be closed.  Those stations are in 
towns like Wickepin and Dumbleyung, which are in my area.  They are reasonably sized towns - they are not big 
country towns, but they service big areas and need a police presence.  These concerns are not limited to remote 
communities; they are the communities in which I live and work.  They are quite widespread.  That is something 
we must consider.   

I will talk about police having to transfer and deal with the safe watch and transportation of prisoners.  This is an 
area that we can improve.  I will try to be positive about this.  Too often police officers are required to keep a 24-
hour watch over high-risk prisoners because the holding cells are not safe.  There is no video surveillance.  The 
consequence of all this is fewer police officers on the streets doing their normal duties.  That puts the public at 
greater risk.  These are facts.  I have seen this.   

Boyup Brook is in the electorate of the member for Collie, but it will be a part of the electorate of Wagin at the 
next election.  A lady rang me the other day because a person with a mental illness was sent home when he 
probably should not have been.  He had to be admitted to hospital because he became quite violent.  The police 
officer watched over him the whole night and the best part of the morning.  His other duties went unattended.  
All too often prisoners are held in police vans outside police stations.  That is not good for the prisoner, nor is it 
good for safety.  In many cases, for the community a police van is the safest place.  Sometimes when a 
policeman is by himself the prisoner has to sit in the station office while the policeman does his documentation 
or makes appropriate phone calls because there is no-one else to help.  He has to complete his duties, but he also 
has to watch his prisoner.  That situation may not be safe for a person who attends a police station.  In most cases 
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the prisoner may have committed only a minor offence and the public may be safe.  However, we only need the 
odd one or two to create a dangerous situation.  That is an important factor to take into consideration.   

Transferring prisoners to safe cells is an issue.  Often in my electorate the police cannot hold a prisoner, so they 
have to be sent to Albany or Perth.  Two officers have to go on that overnight journey, and that means they are 
away for a whole day or night.  When a station has only a small number of police and something else happens, 
police have to be called from somewhere else.  That creates problems because those other areas will not be 
serviced.  This is a real problem.  There have been instances when an issue has arisen, but not enough police are 
available.  By the time someone arrives, a bad situation has arisen.  When these situations arise, people in our 
communities are aware of them, and they watch and take advantage of the situation.  That is when the burglaries 
and those types of offences take place.  We need more police, obviously, but there should be a better use of our 
police resources. 

I will move on.  Public safety in country communities is not helped by the fact that fewer than 25 per cent of 
prison cells in police stations throughout country WA comply with the custodial standards established following 
the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.  In addition, as I highlighted earlier, many premises 
fail to meet the requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health Act, particularly those at the Williams Police 
Station in my area.  The minister made available approximately $1 million to about 21 police stations.  I 
welcome that, and it helped.  However, it really did not fix that problem.  The standard of cells is still the same.  
Most of our police stations cannot utilise their cells, or when they utilise them, a police officer must sit and 
watch the prisoner in the cell.  When members realise that there are only two police officers, or in some cases 
only one, they will see what I am getting at.  I am highlighting this again because I believe we can do something 
about it.  I am sure that the coalition will do something about it when we come to government.  I have inspected 
a lot of police stations, and it is not just in my area that this is a problem.  I have been to Kalbarri, Jurien and 
Esperance, and there are real problems in those areas.  I hope the minister takes that on board.  I have worked out 
that about 95 per cent of police stations in the great southern and upper great southern have these problems.  That 
means that it is not an isolated problem; it is occurring across the whole area. 

Another situation that needs to be looked at is that quite often when an area has a small number of police, it is 
said that that area has that number of police.  However, holidays and training courses must be taken into account.  
Police need their holidays; they must have them.  They also need to undertake training courses.  However, in the 
country, there is a one-man station at Wickepin and a one-man station at Dumbleyung.  When those areas are put 
together, it is a huge area.  There may be a need for a traffic patrol on Albany Highway, and those police are 
seconded there.  At times, a vast area of my electorate and further east have no police, and that is a real concern.  
I just wanted to mention that as well. 

I will talk briefly about accommodation.  Some of the police accommodation is okay.  However, some officers 
who want to go to the country have two or three children in their family.  We want to get those people to country 
WA; it is great for our communities to have those families there.  In Wickepin, the police officer’s house was 
reasonable, but it was so small that he was going to leave.  I went through the house.  It was a three-bedroom 
house.  The officer had three kids, so two kids shared a bedroom.  The officer said that that was not too bad, but 
the living room and the kitchen were small.  The computer was in the kitchen or the living room.  There was 
mum, dad and three kids.  Mum worked at a school in Narrogin, dad was the policeman, and the kids were at 
school.  It became just about untenable for them to live there.  Members should think about their own lifestyles 
at home with their children.  The kids want to use the computer, and dad wants to kick off his shoes and relax in 
front of the television.  They are all crammed in.  It is too small.  The shire is building a house in Wickepin, and 
the house will be leased so that the community can keep its policeman.  I applaud that shire.  That is happening a 
lot in country WA.  However, in some areas it is not happening.  Therefore, the housing must be upgraded so 
that police officers will be attracted to country WA.  Many want to go there, but others do not because they want 
to give their wife and children a reasonable lifestyle, which most people have now come to expect.  That is a real 
issue in attracting police to the country.  Of course, we must attract quality police to the country to make sure 
that the crime rates are under control. 

The minister has spoken before about crime rates decreasing.  In some areas of country WA, I think they are.  
However, in many areas they are not.  Offences such as burglary of private dwellings and businesses, sexual 
assault, assault, theft, threatening behaviour, possession of drugs and property damage are increasing in many 
rural communities.  That is sometimes the case in small communities because there is no police presence and 
people can get away with it.  That is a real concern.  I have a real concern for the future, because I do not want to 
see a proliferation of the incidents that take place in the metropolitan area, such as stabbings and that type of 
offence.  It happens in country areas, but not as much.  I am worried about the increased incidence of more 
violent crimes.  Maybe in some areas the incidence of some crimes has decreased, but the incidence of violent 
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crimes has increased.  That is a real concern.  When our police are dealing with violent crimes, they need to have 
numbers, particularly those police officers who must often operate on their own. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  What are you referring to as violent crimes? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Stabbings, break-ins, burglary and those sorts of offences.  I really believe that home 
invasion is one of the worst offences, because a person’s home is his castle, and that is happening more and 
more.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  One of the problems with that contention, when it comes to things like assaults, is that very 
good domestic violence programs will increase exponentially the number of assault charges and assaults 
recorded.  Because of the good legislation and the good programs, people are far more likely to come forward 
and report them, so there will be a natural increase in those kinds of offences.  That is about good policing, 
though; it is not about rising crime statistics.  The situation is exactly the same with drugs. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Let us throw out the statistics, minister, and I will talk about my experience in my area.  
In a couple of our major towns, because of the good police work, we have made some inroads.  That is great.  
However, I am worried about those police, because I do not think they can maintain that. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Will you give me a bet on that? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  No, I was actually agreeing - 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  They will maintain it and improve it, in my view. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  As long as we do not lose those police and there are not police who have lots of 
problems.  I am being serious; I am not playing politics.  I have talked to the police, and a lot of them are under 
great pressure.  I have raised with the minister the issue of increasing the number of cells that can be utilised to 
take the pressure off the police, so that they can even improve what they are doing.  That is an absolute fact.  I 
wanted to mention that today because I live it.   

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  I do not think the Police Service actually wants all those cells to be operational.  It is too 
great a use of police resources to have individual prisoners at a range of single-officer police stations.  It is often 
more cost and time effective in terms of police resources to locate them all at Albany, for example.  We will 
have the new complex there shortly.  If we can put 10 prisoners there, rather than 10 in individual cells, and if 
there is proper video surveillance, it will not require a lot of supervision. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Okay; I accept that. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Otherwise there must be individual officers hanging around at every one of those stations, 
rather than being out on patrol.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I accept what the minister is saying.  It would be great if we could have that at Narrogin.  
I believe our major regional towns need that, as well as Albany and Bunbury.  That is what I am saying.  In a 
regional town such as Katanning, prisoners cannot be held.  That takes up more time, because they must be 
watched and transferred.  A dangerous situation arises in Narrogin when the police transfer prisoners, and two 
police officers must transfer six prisoners or whatever.  That is dangerous, and the police have raised it with me.  
That is the kind of thing I am talking about.  If the Government goes that way, that is fine.  However, it must 
recognise that the Narrogins, Merredins, Katannings and Mooras of this world are very important regional 
towns.  I do not think this Government recognises that sufficiently.  I agree with and acknowledge what the 
minister has said about Albany.  However, it is also warranted in those towns, on a smaller basis.  If we had it in 
those towns, I believe the safety situation would be improved.  I ask the minister to take that on board.  

I might need a very short extension of time, because I want to close with a couple of matters.  I will leave it 
there, because I believe I have made my point.  However, I am concerned about towns such as Darkan, which is 
a mid-level type of town and does not have a policeman.  I have asked why a policeman cannot live in the town 
and work out of Williams or Collie.  The Western Australian Police Union does not like that, and I understand 
why.  It believes that a policeman should finish his work in his area and then go home.  I will accept that to a 
certain degree.  However, I believe that everyone else in every other job must take their work home at some 
time.  However, it is important for a policeman to live in the town and to have a police presence in the town.  
Maybe his times and shifts etc could be altered to cater for that.  In this day and age, I believe that a town such as 
Darkan should have a police officer and a police presence.  I know that the local government would do all it 
could to assist.  I believe that should be considered, and certainly if we get to power I will be pushing for it, 
because it is needed, and I believe it can work.   
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A lot of people have mentioned graffiti.  Graffiti is not as big a problem in our country towns as it is in the city.  
I have a house in Willetton, and I have noticed that there is a helluva lot of graffiti around Willetton.  We need to 
do more in that area.   

I agree with the member for Mandurah’s comments about young people.  There are times in my community as 
well when crimes are committed and young people get blamed for them.  Young people get blamed for a lot of 
things.  However, those things are done by only a minute percentage of the young population.  Most of the young 
people in my region are fantastic.  I find that is the case in most of the other regions also.  Most young people are 
working hard so that they can study.  Yes, they go out and have a good time, and occasionally some of them slip 
up.  However, we were all young once.  These are not major things.  At times young people are blamed for a lot 
of things for which they should not be blamed.   
Another area of policing on which we should place more emphasis is road safety.  I want to mention a police 
officer in Katanning, Jahna Trethowan.  I will say more about her tomorrow.  After the demise of Safer WA, 
which I have not mentioned, Jahna started the Safer Kojonup committee.  That committee, which is really an 
extension of what was Safer WA, is running advanced driving courses for young people in association with the 
police and Rotary.  That is fantastic, because education and advanced driver training play a great role in 
improving road safety.  The police are working with the young people.  They are also doing some speed driving, 
which is great, because it allows the young guys to get in their utes and do in a controlled situation what they do 
on the roads.  I will say a bit more about that tomorrow, but I congratulate Jahna and the police on that initiative, 
because it has had a great effect.   
I have tried to be fairly positive in my comments.  I find, though, that although I have been mentioning some of 
these things for some time, no action is ever taken.  We need to take action on some of these matters, and that 
will make the community safer.   
MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo - Deputy Speaker) [6.23 pm]:  I oppose the motion, because I do not believe it is 
a fair representation of what the Government has been doing to make our communities safer.  I want to reflect 
first on the top people who are working in my community.  One of the first things I did after I was elected was 
spend some time with the police in my electorate.  I am one of those people who believes that we need to walk 
the talk and understand what is actually going on.  One night I and the member for Joondalup spent some time 
on patrol with the officers serving in the Wanneroo electorate.  It was quite eye-opening, I must say, to be part of 
the patrol.  We spent some time in the control room to see how calls were allocated, and that was quite an 
experience.  We then went out on patrol with the officers themselves, and we finished the night at Warwick 
Police Station with a magistrate present as people came in.  That was a learning curve of some description.  I 
now have a far better understanding of how the system works and what is involved.  I therefore take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the great work that is being done in my electorate.  I have had the privilege of 
working with three different district superintendents: Ian Calderwood for a while; Nick Staltari, who did an 
excellent job but has now moved on, so someone else’s gain is our loss; and George Loverock, who is taking up 
the good work that was formerly undertaken by Nick.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  He is a good man. 

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  Yes, he is a good man.  Superintendent Loverock comes to us with the experience of having 
worked in the northern part of this State and with a very good reputation.   

Three police stations service my electorate.  One of them is Wanneroo Police Station, which is in the capable 
hands of Senior Sergeant Lilly Cvijic, who has served the district well and is well known for her work in the 
community.  It is a diverse one.   
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Are you aware that she is a finalist this year for businesswoman of the year in Western 
Australia?   

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  I am indeed. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  It is quite a remarkable outcome.   

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  It is, and it is well deserved.  She does a top job in servicing the community and is very well 
respected.  The officer in charge at the Two Rocks-Yanchep Police Station is Steve Szokolai.  The Clarkson 
Police Station, which currently services my electorate from Burns Beach Road north to the growing northern 
suburbs of Merriwa, Quinns Rocks and Butler, is in the capable hands of Senior Sergeant Lindsay Garratt.  
These officers and the other officers who serve with them do an amazing job and they are to be commended.  
The area they service is rather diverse.  There is the rural sector, which has had some interesting moments with 
some market growers taking offence at the behaviour of some people who thought it would be fun to nick the 
reticulation.  They thought they would take the law into their own hands.  The police have had to deal with that 
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as well as the day-to-day issues.  These are the issues that we need to bear in mind, and that is why I do not think 
this motion is fair.   
I recall that back in 1999 one in four calls to the Joondalup police district went unanswered.  We have had to 
address the problem of poor response times.  This is being dealt with by government.  We have taken action to 
ensure that that situation improves, and the trial of the new phone call system will start in November, with the 
aim that every call will be answered within 10 seconds.  That is certainly something that the community has 
called for.  The situation we inherited was unacceptable and improvements had to be made to that end.  I am 
looking forward to the outcome of the trial, which I think will be very welcomed by members of the community.  
They want to know that there is someone at the end of the phone and that they will get some action.   

People also want to see additional police officers.  We inherited a police commissioner who did not want that.  It 
was an amazing situation.  I agree with the member for Innaloo.  I remember.  Maybe I have a longer memory 
than some.  The police commissioner did not want additional police officers.  He wanted them to sit behind 
computers.  That is not what the community wanted.  The community wanted to see them out on the street.  
Already more than 200 new police officers are out on the beat and that number is improving all the time.  That is 
what the community wants.   

I cannot recall a time in a term of government when so much criminal law reform legislation was brought before 
the House.  The three pieces of legislation that I am very proud to be associated with are the Road Traffic 
Amendment (Dangerous Driving) Bill, the domestic violence legislation and, more recently, the sex offender 
register legislation.  The DNA legislation is having an impact on the clearance levels of crimes in this State.  In 
2003-04 there was a 50 per cent increase in DNA matches in burglary offences alone.   
The community wanted to reclaim its streets, so we introduced the colourfully known hoon legislation.  The 
community was sick and tired of young people and others acting inappropriately and driving dangerously on the 
streets and it wanted to reclaim them.  I have attended a number of hoon legislation forums and this legislation is 
one of the most popularly received ideas I have ever seen.  People love it.  Constituents come into my office all 
the time and take traffic report forms, which we forward to the police so that they gain valuable intelligence.  
The only disappointment is that the Opposition chose to water down this legislation.  The residents at those 
forums said that they were more than happy to make a report and to follow through with it and appear in court.  
It was interesting listening to the radio the other day to hear somebody suggest that Crime Stoppers WA should 
be expanded by setting up a dob-in-a-hoon phone line.  The community wants to get behind this legislation and 
see it strengthened.  I hope we can revisit it so that we can follow through on what it wants done.   
Another issue I will speak about is the state of the Wanneroo Police Station, which I referred to in a grievance in 
2002.  It is beyond me how our police officers were expected to serve in such a station.  The police station was 
built in 1971 to accommodate four officers, and it has been coping with 16.  It is a disgrace.  Nobody had done 
anything about it.  The former Government had eight years to fix the situation.  It was an absolute disgrace.  
What did the former Government do?  Nothing, zero, zippo.  The former Government left the officers in the 
disgraceful situation in which they had to work in a demountable building that had grilles over the windows and 
only one exit through the main office, which posed a risk to the occupants in case of fire.  A second building 
next door was difficult to use at all.  The office had no furniture in it, and the female officers had no separate 
change rooms.  The main building did not have a public interview room, and there were no facilities to provide 
the officers with a proper kitchen or tearoom.  The armoury was a converted storeroom and the grounds were 
little more than a dustbowl.   

At the time I made that grievance, I offered to be the first person to take to it with a sledgehammer, although I 
felt at the time - and I still do - that the existing officers at the station should have that first privilege.  Guess 
what?  It is coming down.  This Government will build a new station to service the fastest growing area in the 
State - or one of the fastest growing areas; we compete with the members for Peel and Mandurah on that matter 
from time to time.  This station will be built. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  For four years you have been in government and you have not done it.   

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  We have allocated money for the project, unlike the former Government, which did nothing in 
eight years.  Members opposite sat on their backsides and did not deliver squat to my electorate.  This 
Government is building the new Wanneroo Police Station.  Members opposite hate that we are delivering 
services to an electorate that they ignored for eight years.  They did nothing.  We are going to deliver. 

The site for the new station is on the corner of Dundebar Road and Senario Drive in Sinagra.  As the 
Commissioner of Police indicated recently, this is an important morale boost for the officers.  The commissioner 
conceded that the old station is cramped and antiquated.  Construction on the new station will begin early in the 
new year.  The signs are up already.  The new facility will accommodate 20 general duties and traffic staff, and 
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have the capacity to accommodate more officers as the need arises; that need will arise with the growth of the 
area.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Does that mean we have done the planning? 

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  Yes. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That we have the approvals?  

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  Yes. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That we have the money? 

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  Yes. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That we have done the design?  

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  Yes. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That we have the contracts?   

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  Yes, all of that. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That is fantastic!  It is under way.   

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  We have done all of that and members opposite cannot stand it.  They do not want to see us 
deliver services to the community.  Shame on them.  They had eight years to do it.  We are delivering.  This is 
the Government that is delivering; the former Government had eight years and did diddly-squat.   

That is the reason I find it very hard to support this motion.  I cannot in all conscience do it.  This Government 
has introduced an amazing amount of criminal law reform in this State.  We are looking after the community.  It 
is a work in progress.  Members opposite have not seen anything yet.  I look forward to the next term of a Gallop 
Labor Government.   

The SPEAKER:  The member for Nedlands. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I’m leaving. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [6.34 pm]:  I am glad that the member for Riverton is leaving.  He should go 
and look after his electorate; he will have to work hard.   

I support the motion that this House condemns the Labor Government for its failure to ensure the security and 
safety of all Western Australians.  I will begin by talking about my electorate of Nedlands.  I listened to what 
members opposite had to say about law reform in this State, but they were in a position to bring in most of the 
legislation outlined only because it was set up by the former Attorney General Hon Peter Foss when he asked the 
Law Reform Commission to consider terms of reference concerning the civil and criminal jurisdiction.  
Members opposite now have the hide to claim credit that belongs to the coalition.  I have never seen an aspiring 
Government more devoid of plans and ideas than the one opposite.   

I now refer to an article in the Post, my local newspaper, headed “Hollywood crime a pain for traders”.  My local 
florist’s husband came to see me to say that he was sick and tired of burglaries.  There have been 30 burglaries 
this year on Hampton Road.  Western Australia is the burglary capital of Australia.  The article reads - 

 Florist Libby Devine says she is sick of burglaries in the Hampton Road, Hollywood, shopping strip.   

 She wants to go home knowing her business, on the boundary of Nedlands and Subiaco, is safe.   

 “There is so much crime in the block here and it’s a worry that I can’t go home and think my business is 
safe,” she said.   

 “The next step is to get pull-down shutters because alarms are not stopping them from breaking-in.”  

 Police figures show 30 break-ins were reported in Hampton Road in the past year.   

 Ms Devine . . . said her shop had been broken into three times in six years of owning her business.  
 Each time, burglars would break a window and look for cash, which she no longer kept in her shop.   

 The owner of Nedlands Optic, next door to Ms Devine’s shop, said the business was broken into twice 
in a month.   

 The second time, 100 sunglasses were stolen, despite the shop having a monitored alarm system - and 
police did not attend.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 20 October 2004] 

 p6974b-6999a 
Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan; Mr Tony McRae; Deputy Speaker; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr Bob 

Kucera; Mr John Quigley; Mr Arthur Marshall; Mrs Cheryl Edwardes; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr David 
Templeman; Mr Terry Waldron; Ms Dianne Guise; Speaker; Ms Sue Walker 

 [24] 

 Ms Devine said the police drove past her shop three times just after she was broken into and did not 
stop to question why her window was boarded up.   

 “I don’t think they know what’s going on.  They didn’t even notice,” she said.   

 “You’re just a statistic, but something has to be done, it can’t keep going on.” 
 Ms Devine was so outraged by the lack of police support that she wrote to her local Liberal MP Sue 

Walker.  
My office is also on Hampton Road.  I know the situation through Libby Devine’s visit to me.  I also went to the 
optician’s shop.  It was dreadful.  The optician has just opened the business and twice a brick has been thrown 
through the window and all the shop’s sunglasses stolen.  I know that the newsagency has been done over.  
Large panes of glass in my shop window were taken down twice because of graffiti, and the fellow next door has 
twice had graffiti on his windows and large panes removed also.  I know that restaurants have been done over in 
the Hampton Road shopping strip.  There have been 30 burglaries in the strip this year.  I know that the 
education arts supplies shop on Hampton Road has been done over.  Since this Government has been in office, 
Western Australia has had the tag of the nation’s burglary capital.  It is not just me acknowledging this fact, as a 
press statement by the police minister reads -  
 The State Government’s successful crime-fighting program is on target for Perth to shake off its title as 

the nation’s ‘burglary capital’.   
It is a joke.  The statement continues -  

Mrs Roberts said State-wide burglary figures also showed a significant decrease - a drop of 16.5 per 
cent over the same period.   

I looked at the statistics.  Even with a 16.5 per cent reduction, our rate is still higher than that in New South 
Wales and Victoria.  I raise that matter on behalf of my local community.  Statistics indicate that Western 
Australia’s burglary rate when the crime involves the taking of property is 48.5 per cent higher than the national 
average, 32 per cent higher than the rate in New South Wales and 109 per cent higher than the rate in Victoria.  
The rate for burglaries committed without taking property in Western Australia is 104 per cent above the 
national average, 113 per cent above the New South Wales figure, and 216 per cent higher than Victoria’s.  Even 
with the 16.5 per cent drop the Government is boasting about, WA’s figure is still higher than the rates in New 
South Wales and Victoria.  I have written to the police minister many times and tried to get a response for people 
who ring my office.  The Devines came to see me because they rang the police and the phone rang out.  Other 
residents tell me that they could not get through to the police.  It is no good the member for Wanneroo telling us 
that the Government is doing something; it is doing nothing - the Government has no plan in relation to this 
issue.  I can think of a plan and the Opposition will put it in policy.  However, I will not tell government 
members because we keep giving them the answers and they keep stealing our plans.  What I want to raise, 
which is more significant - 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  We’ve had to fund the plan you left at the last election. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I want the Minister for Tourism to be quiet and listen because I want to raise something 
very important today. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  That will be a change. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I want to raise something on behalf of the family of the 74-year-old lady who was raped.  I 
do not want the Minister for Tourism to start being lippy, as he usually is, when I am discussing something as 
serious as this, if he does not mind.  I refer firstly to an article in The Australian on Saturday, 9 July 2000, which 
states - 

Boy rapists jailed for eight years 
Two teenage boys who repeatedly raped and bashed a 74-year-old grandmother were each jailed 
yesterday for eight years - one of the toughest sentences handed down in the history of the Western 
Australian Children’s Court. 
Judge Valerie French said the boys seemed incapable of feeling any remorse for the assault . . .  

That description could be used for this Minister for Justice in the way she behaved towards this family when they 
came to her for help.  She is in a position of power and in a position to do something.  How she has behaved, as a 
woman, was cold-hearted and despicable.  The article continues - 

The boys, aged 14 and 15, will serve at least half of the eight-year sentence before they are eligible for 
conditional release. 
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Outside court, the woman’s daughter said her mother had been devastated by the attack. 

“She has lost her home, she has lost her lifestyle, her independence . . .  

“She has lived through a lot, but nothing could have prepared her for this. 

The article continues - 

The assault horrified Perth and left the frail widow with injuries that a sexual assault doctor said were 
the worst she had seen. 

Judge French said the community was outraged because “elderly people deserve to be both protected 
and respected”. 

Both boys were convicted on one count each of burglary, stealing and deprivation of liberty and four 
counts each of aggravated rape. 

Each boy twice raped the woman, vaginally and anally, while the other held her down. 

One of the offenders forced the victim to give evidence, apparently, because he went to trial.  The article 
continues - 

In reports tendered to the court, psychiatrists expressed grave concerns about whether the boys could be 
rehabilitated. 

This matter came to my attention when my office received a letter from the victim’s daughter.  I received two 
letters.  Firstly, I received one that the victim’s daughter on behalf of the family had sent to the minister.  I will 
read that letter because it is relevant.  It is headed “Re: Community Safety Month - October 2004”.  Is it not 
interesting to note that I did not know what would be the wording of today’s private member’s motion, which 
refers to this Government’s failure to ensure the security and safety of all Western Australians?  I do not know 
what goes on in the minister’s office, but I can tell members that I have written to her on some very serious 
issues about which people have written to me and I have waited months for a response, if I got one at all. 

Mr Speaker, I stood in this Assembly and raised the issue of Alice in my community.  We all remember how the 
minister addressed me on that issue.  She said that of course she was concerned and of course she would help 
Alice.  Do you know, Mr Speaker, that neither the Opposition nor Alice has had a response?  We have asked the 
minister’s office for a response, but that elderly woman in my community has never heard from this woman 
minister.  It is a disgrace. 

I want to tell members what this woman minister did to the daughter of the elderly woman when the daughter 
wrote to the minister as follows - 

I would like to commend you - 

That is, the minister - 

for the effort you have put into the above initiative. 

That refers to the community safety month of October 2004.  It continues - 

I am pleased that we share a common vision with regards to crime prevention.  Unfortunately I cannot 
say the same of your staff who seem incapable of addressing my concerns in a timely manner.  My 
attempts at conveying my fears to your staff have been repeatedly greeted with disinterest and 
insensitivity. 

In light of the above . . . I would like to draw your attention to the early release of the following 
offenders . . .  

She names the offenders and continues - 

Four years ago the pair smashed into my then 74 year old mother’s home where they committed 
arguably the most atrocious crimes ever seen in the Perth Children’s Court.  The pair received the 
toughest penalty in the history of the Court for the following crimes: 

I have already read out those crimes.  It continues - 

I was advised by the Victim Notification Officer that “no contact between co-offenders” would be a 
significant condition of their Supervised Release Order . . . On the day of . . .  

It refers to one offender and continues - 
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release . . . (VNR) advised of a change to his . . . conditions.  Contrary to advice I was given regarding 
the conditions of their SRO, - 

That is the order - 

the offenders are residing in the Midland area and both reporting to the Midland Juvenile Corrections 
Centre.  It was my understanding . . .  

It refers to one offender and continues - 

would reside in Kalgoorlie and . . .  

It refers to the other offender and continues - 

in Perth.   

I am sure you can appreciate that I have a duty of care to my mother.  Due to the severity of these 
crimes and the irreparable damage this incident has caused my mother and her family, I would like you 
to provide the answer to the following:   

The daughter listed what she wanted the minister, the member for Midland, to supply her.  The list reads as 
follows - 

1. A copy of the SRO conditions for each offender. 

2. An explanation as to why . . . SRO conditions were changed on the day of his 
release into the community. 

3. Justify the supervised release of these violent sex offenders . . .  Does the 
department actively seek to discourage association between co-offenders in the 
interest of crime prevention?   

4. An explanation as to the department’s policy and guidelines in relation to violent 
co-offenders . . .   

5. Do you believe presenting these men with ample opportunity to reconvene is 
sending the right message?  In particular, given the potentially serious 
ramifications on the community, based on their past behaviour. 

6. In the interest of community safety and “crime prevention rather than cure”, 
would you consider liaising with the Minister for Housing to have one of the 
offenders relocated to another part of the metropolitan area and thus supervised 
by a corrections centre other than Midland?   

It is with some reluctance that I have been forced to accept the inevitable release of these men.  I have 
grave concerns about the consequences of any association between the pair, principally given the “pack 
mentality” with which these offences were committed.  The offenders incited one another’s aggression 
in perpetrating these excessively violent and sickening acts.   

She says further in her letter -  

I believe an SRO which does not prohibit any form of association between the pair is not in their best 
interests, and most importantly, is definitely not in the best interests of women, the elderly and 
vulnerable citizens in general.  My mother is a shadow of the strong, independent woman she was 
before this happened to her.   

I appeal to you in your capacity as Minister for Justice and Community Safety to investigate this matter, 
with particular consideration given to preventing further devastation.  

To this day I live in fear of retribution for the incarceration of this pair.  Threats were directed at my 
family and I during the trial.  As a result I have omitted my address and would prefer to correspond via 
email.  

Even today, that woman has not received a letter from the minister.  That minister, who is a woman, received a 
letter from a woman on behalf of her mother but even now that it has all come out, after having known for three 
weeks that those men were on the loose and what the woman was going through, she has not had the decency to 
pick up the phone and ring her or send a letter of sympathy or even to respond to her.  On a professional basis, I 
find it absolutely incredible that, given the nature of the work that goes through her office, one of her staff 
members had not taken up this matter right away and asked someone to do some research.  Is her ministerial 
office being used for Labor Party work?  I have corresponded a lot with this minister and other ministers.  This 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 20 October 2004] 

 p6974b-6999a 
Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan; Mr Tony McRae; Deputy Speaker; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr Bob 

Kucera; Mr John Quigley; Mr Arthur Marshall; Mrs Cheryl Edwardes; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr David 
Templeman; Mr Terry Waldron; Ms Dianne Guise; Speaker; Ms Sue Walker 

 [27] 

minister is a disgrace, compared with other ministers.  Given her income and her position, her failure to respond 
to correspondence is a disgrace.  

In an e-mail to my research officer, the victim’s daughter attached a copy of the letters outlining her concerns 
and said that - 

Other communication between myself and Mrs Roberts office has been verbally or via email.  These 
incidents have been entirely fruitless. 

The victim’s daughter also wrote me a letter drawing my attention to the early release of the abovementioned 
offenders from Rangeview Detention Centre and conveying her deepest concerns for the community.  She 
explained what happened to her mother and indicated that Hon Jim McGinty and Hon Michelle Roberts had 
shown no interest in this matter and therefore she was appealing to me in my capacity as shadow Attorney 
General to investigate the release of these offenders now aged between 18 and 19.  She said that the victim 
notification officer had provided assurance that no contact between co-offenders would be a significant 
condition.  She went on to tell me that, despite being reassured that the offenders would live hundreds of 
kilometres apart, they are residing in the minister’s electorate and both report to the Midland Juvenile 
Corrections Centre.  When the victim’s daughter contacted me she had become aware that one of the offenders 
had breached the release order.  The minister’s office knew that, yet the minister still would not see the victim’s 
daughter.  I have been in contact with the family.  They have told me today that they are quite distressed that this 
minister has said to the media that she got onto the complaint as soon as it came to her office.  They have given 
me permission to come into the Parliament and say that.   

I did not pick this up and run with it.  I must be honest: I felt very concerned for the community and felt that the 
matter should have gone to the media straightaway, because the day after the media got onto it both these people 
were picked up.  However, this minister has known of the matter for three weeks.  Some weeks later, only after I 
wrote a letter to the minister -  
Mr A.D. McRae:  Did you go to the media? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have never been to the media.  I was very concerned, because when this lady phoned me 
her mother was not aware that these young men were to be released.  As members can imagine, she had to be 
told that at least one of them was on the run.  I phoned the Leader of the Opposition and spoke to him about it 
because I was in a dilemma.  On the one hand was the question of community safety and on the other hand were 
the family’s concerns about the mother, the devastating effects these sexual assaults had had on her and the 
surgery she had to have following these sexual assaults.  On 5 October I wrote to the minister.  I seek an 
extension of my time. 
[Leave granted for the member’s time to be extended.] 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I wrote asking for an urgent response and saying that I had been contacted by the daughter.  
I attached copies of the articles.  I gave the minister The Australian articles to bring the situation immediately to 
her attention.  I wrote - 

Please advise as a matter of urgency: 
a) Has . . .  breached his parole?  If so, when and for what reason?   
b) Is there a warrant out for the arrest of either offenders? 
c) If so, are the police acting . . .  

I knew that the police were not acting because the daughter had told me that she had phoned Midland Police 
Station several times and asked whether the police had a warrant and whether they were going to catch the 
offenders and was told that they had not yet got a warrant.  I know that the police are under-resourced, but surely 
as soon as the minister’s office gets letters like this, her staff should know that there is a history, and the minister 
should be able to look up and gauge or judge the importance of the correspondence.  I wrote - 

d) Are you aware of the psychiatric reports expressing “grave concerns about whether either 
offender could be rehabilitated”?   

Additionally, Mrs . . . emailed you in relation to this matter on September 20, 2004 but advises she is 
yet to receive a satisfactory response.   

I told the minister what Mrs X wanted.  I received no response from the minister - none at all.  I therefore wrote 
again to the minister.  It is unbelievable, is it not?  I think I got my office to call.  I said that an urgent response 
was required.  I wrote - 
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I refer to my unanswered correspondence of 5 October . . .  

Can I please have a response, particularly in relation to the arrest . . . ?   
There was nothing.  I wrote again.  I then got a letter from the minister’s chief of staff to the effect that I was not 
entitled to this information.  I would have thought that I was entitled to the information.  I would also have 
thought that the minister would have wanted to deal with this right away.  When the minister could see what the 
circumstances were, she did not contact this lady.  Not many families in Perth are in this situation.  What did the 
minister do?  She got the Department of Justice to see the family.  After all this family has been through, to this 
day they have not had a word from the minister.  
Because I was so concerned, the family having been settled with the Department of Justice, I wanted to make 
sure that the minister was responding on behalf of the public.  We are talking about public safety.  I wanted to 
know whether the minister was acting to breach these offenders and what she was doing with the police.  This 
occurred in her electorate, and surely she knows the police office in her electorate and can phone to find out what 
is going on.  Surely as a minister she has some clout.  As local MPs we know that, if we phone the police, people 
usually try to assist us as much as possible.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Whom should she have contacted?   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Whom does the member for Riverton contact when he has a problem with the police?  Does 
he contact the police?  This is in the minister’s electorate.  These people live in Midland - in her electorate.  The 
minister must know the police in her area.  She has been a member for a long time.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  You just suggested that she contact the Department of Justice.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Why can the minister not call them?  These people are distressed. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The member for Albany should not come in here and try to poke his nose in when I am 
talking about something serious, because he will just make a fool of himself.  On Monday, after discussing this 
matter with the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Kingsley, a former Attorney General, I decided to 
write to the Premier.  I asked him whether he could direct the minister to let me know what is happening on this 
issue.  Yesterday I was called out of Parliament and discovered that this matter had got into the Press.  The 
matter which I want to raise in this Parliament and which is distressing this family is the way in which this 
minister, as a woman, has behaved towards this family.  They are very distressed and outraged that she has now 
claimed that she has acted on this issue when she has done nothing at all.  I learnt tonight that the victim’s 
daughter, who is a mature woman, also wrote to the Supervised Release Review Board in May, five months ago, 
and never got a response.  She wrote a submission.  She said that it was like a victim impact statement.  She 
never got a response.  The family is devastated about the comments today on 6PR by the father of one of the 
offenders.  I was told by the victim’s daughter that he did a similar thing during the trial.  He suggested that the 
victim was making these claims for the compensation.  That is absolutely outrageous.  It must have left most 
listeners to that radio program in Western Australia gasping.   

In my view, the minister, as a woman, has no empathy at all.  She should not be in the job.  She has 
demonstrated that time and again - when I have written to her office, in this House on a number of occasions 
when I have tried to raise an issue, and in relation to legislation.  She brought in the prostitution legislation, 
which would have developed a career path for children in this State to become prostitutes.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Absolute rubbish!   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That first legislation treated women like cattle and licensed them like cattle.  That 
legislation has fallen in a black hole.  It is a disgrace.  It stands as a symbol of what this minister is about.  As a 
woman, I cannot work out why any woman on the other side voted for the cannabis legislation.  When I asked 
members on the other side whether they would allow their children to grow cannabis, they said no.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Of course not, because they would be charged.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  They would not be charged. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  They would be breaking the law.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  They would not be charged; the member for Yokine should not give me that bulldust.  I 
hear enough of that from members on that side.  The point is that I am standing here on behalf of the victim’s 
family, because we have a minister, who is a woman, who has not bothered to pick up the phone to talk to that 
family.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 20 October 2004] 

 p6974b-6999a 
Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan; Mr Tony McRae; Deputy Speaker; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr Bob 

Kucera; Mr John Quigley; Mr Arthur Marshall; Mrs Cheryl Edwardes; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr David 
Templeman; Mr Terry Waldron; Ms Dianne Guise; Speaker; Ms Sue Walker 

 [29] 

Mr P.B. Watson:  You are sad.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  No, I am not sad.  The family is sad.  The member for Albany should speak to the minister.  
He has been in the bar and has now come into the Chamber and wants to say something.  I am saying something 
to him.  This minister is cold-hearted.  She has a heart of stone when it comes to victims.  The way in which this 
woman and her family have been treated is a disgrace to members opposite and the Government.  The minister 
has discredited the Government not just on this occasion but also in how she has handled that portfolio, and 
members opposite know that.   

I stand here on behalf of the family to express how they feel.  However, I feel that they may come out and say 
how they feel about how they have been treated by the system.  No-one from the ministry has spoken to them for 
five months.  The minister has not even had the decency to ring and speak to them.  I want to put that on the 
record for the family.  Helping people such as these takes no time at all.  It takes no time to speak to them, to 
listen to what they have to say, to empathise with them and to take action.  It is a real privilege when a victim 
speaks to a member of Parliament and confides in him or her.  It is a real privilege to have the power to be able 
to do something and act on it.  The minister has the power, but she does not have the skills, the competence or 
the empathy to handle victims of crime, and she should not be in that job.  She is causing distress to victims and 
to the community.  As a woman, I would have expected more, but I really do feel it is beyond her capabilities.  I 
thought about that today when I saw the pitiful sight of her standing here during question time holding up the 
monitoring device.  The excuses she comes out with for her behaviour must be legend now.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.  
 


